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Dear Kentucky County Clerks: 

Today, the United States Supreme Court issued its decision regarding the 
constitutionality of states' bans on same-sex marriage. The Court struck down those laws, 
finding that they were invalid under the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment of the United States Constitution. 

As elected officials, each of us has taken an oath to uphold the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of Kentucky. The Dbergefell decision makes plain that 
the Constitution requires that Kentucky - and all states - must license and recognize the 
marriages of same-sex couples. Neither your oath nor the Supreme Court dictates what 
you must believe. But as elected officials, they do prescribe how we must act. 

Effective today, Kentucky will recognize as valid all same sex marriages performed in 
other states and in Kentucky. In accordance with my instruction, all executive branch 
agencies are already working to make any operational changes that will be necessary to 
implement the Supreme Court decision. Now that same-sex couples are entitled to the 
issuance of a marriage license, the Department of Libraries and Archives will be sending a 
gender-neutral form to you today, along with instructions for its use. 

You should consult with your county attorney on any particular aspects related to the 
implementation of the Supreme Court's decision. While there are certainly strongly held 
views on both sides of this issue, I know that Kentuckians are law-abiding people and will 
respect the rule of law. After all, the things that unite us as a people are much stronger 
than the things that divide us. 

Thank you in advance for the valuable services you continue to render to the people 
of the Commonwealth. 

Sincerely, 

Steven L. Beshear 

Vraati- t-NOISSZAM i,-ma-MINARgrel 
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