*

THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE

_July 10,

hich ke believedto be-inevitable; but
uietly sleeps inthat city peopled Ly the
;.his stormy voice Is mute; his patriotic
heart, which, when living, was moved by the.no-
blest emotions of our: natare, lies calm, and mo-
tionlesy in the grave. Doveras is dead!

uestion: was taken; and the resolutions
reed.to.. -

H

House thereupon (at four o’clock, p. m.y
de »

23t IN SENATE.
. ‘Wepnesoay, July 10, 1861.

Prayer by Rev. Brron SuxperLann, D.. D.
TheJournalofyesterday wasread andapproved,
o ’ PETITIONS.

Mr.TEN EYCK. T-askleave to picsent the
memorial of citizens ‘of Camden, in'the State of
New Jersey, praying that, as an act 6f justice to
thiesurvivors of the war of 1812, all who survived
insaid war; or were ever actually engaged in war,
the surviving widows of any who have died, or
may hereafter die, may be placed on the pension
rolls of ‘the United States.. As I hold the right of
petition to be ‘sacred in the people, 1 present the
memorial, and ask that it may be referred to the
Committec on Pensions, cven at this special
séssion..

The memovial was referred to the Committee
on Pensions, ° ) )

Mr. TRUMBULL. T ask leave to present the
petition of a public meeting of the citizens of Men-
dotah; in the State of Illinois, asking for certain
amecndnients to the Constitution of the United
States; among which is, that it be g0 amended as
to abolish slavery in all the States which have
attempted to secede; another, to abolish slavery
in the Joyal States by purchase; another, that the
President of the United States enter upon the
discharge of his dutics immediately after his oloc-
tion; and various other amendments, rendering
incapable‘of holding office all persons engagoed in
thie conspiracy against the Government. 1 ask
that it be laid on the table,

The petition was ordered to lie on the table.

REPORY FROM A COMMITTEL.

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili-
tary Aflairsand the Militin, to whom was referred
the bill (8. No. 3) providing for the better organ-
ization of the milrtary establishment, veported it
with amendments,

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. SAULSRURY asked, and by unanimous
consentobtained, leave to-introduce a bill (S. No.
8) to renew and continue the pension allowed to
Olivia W, Cannon; which was read twiee by its
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions,

RETIRED LIST.

Mr. GRIMES. [ ask leave to introduce a bill
with a view to reference, of which no previous
notice has been given.

There being 1o objection, leave was grantoed;
and the bill (3. No. 7) to promote the efficiency
qfl'the Army and Navy was read twice by its
titie.

Mr. GRIMES. Mz, President, I move that
the bill be referred to thesclect committe of which
the Senator. from Massachusetis [Mr. WiLson)
is chaitman. I desive to say that, in drafting the
bill, 1 have adopted, without any alteration, the
first four sections of the bill introduced by the
Senator from Massachusetts, which relate to the
retirement of the Army officers. In the succeed-
ing five sections, which relate to the retirement of
Navy oflicers,an attempt has been made to assim-
ilate the provision in relation to retiving Navy offi-
cers to the four preceding sections, which relate
to the Army officers.

1t is provided, in the first place, that any naval
officer who has been in the service of the United
States more than forty years may voluntarily re-
tre upon his leave-of-absence pay. lt, in the
next place, provides that any officer who shall
be disabled or rendered incompetent to discharge
the duties that appertain to his station, by reason
ofany wound received in actual conflict with the
enemy, shall be retired upon his sea pay. Itthen

rovides that ¢ whenever, in the judgment of the
resident, an officer of the Navy shall be in any

|

way ihcépacita;ted from performing his digty, he

shall direct the Secretary of the Navy (o refer the |
case to-a board of not. more thannine or less than .
five commissioned officers, superiors in rank, to

examine. into the fitness and the competency of

| the officer; which board- shall preserve a record:

of their proceedings and the testimony submiftted

before them, and. transmit the same 1o the Secre- {]

tary-of the Navy, to be laid before. the President
for hisapprovalor disapproval, ' The board shall
report whetliery in - ite judgment, the incapacity
resulted from long and faithful service, from
wounds or injuries received in the Iing of duty,
from. sickness or exposure, or from any other
incident of service. - If the disability arose fromn
either of thesc causes, the officer shall-be retived
withJeave-of-absence pays;. if from other causes,
he may.be retired on furlough pay, orhe may be

-wholly retired, and his name stricken from’ the’

Register.””. In the fourth place, it provides that
retired officers shall be entitled to wear the uni-
form of their grade, to continue to be horne upon
the Navy Register, subject to the rules of war,
to trial by general court-martial, and to be assigned
to such duty as the exigencies of the service may
require, and the President may deem them capa-
ble of performing. ’

The bill was referred to the sclect committee
appointed to consider the bill (S. No. 4) to pro-
mote the efficiency of the Army.

o ARMY AND NAVY REGISTERS.
Mr. ANTHONY., Idesire 0 offer a resolution ,

which goes to the Committee an Printing:
Resolved, "I'hat three thousand coplies of the Army Regis-
ter and fifteen hundred eopios of the Navy Register be
printed for the use of the Senate.
‘The resolution was referred to the Committee
on Printing.
ELECTION OF CUAPLAIN.

M. HALLE submitted the following resolution;
which wasconsidered by unanimous consent, and
agreed to:

Resolved, That the Senate do now proceed to eleet o
Chaplain of the Senate for this present Congress,

The Senate proceeded to ballot for Chaplain;
and the ballots having been coilected and can-
vassed, the resull was annoanced as follows:

Whole number of votes cast, 35; necessary to
a choice, 18; of which—

Rev, Byron Sunderdand received

Rev. Mr. Norwood

..... reeeineenel 33
.1

Rev. Byrow Sunsrnnawn, Liaving received a
majority of the whole number of vates, wasg de-
clared elected Chaplain of the Senate for the
present Congress.,

MESSAGE FROM TIIE IIOUSE.

A message from the House of Representatives,
by Mr. Ernerier, its Clerk, announced that the
House had passed a bill (No. 15) to provide for
the payment of the militia and -voluntecrs called
into_the service of the United States, by procla-
mation of the President, dated Aprily 1861, from
the time they were called into service to the 30th
day of June, 1861.

On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, the bill was
read Lwice by its title, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

The message further announced that the House
had passed the joint resolution of the Senate,
(No. 2) to remit the duties on certain arms im-
ported into the United States. :

EXPULSION OF SENATORS.

Mr. CLARK. Ihave a resolution to offer. I
do not ask for its present consideration, but give
notice that I will cal it up to-morrow,

The resolution was read, as follows:

Whoreas a conspiracy has been formed against the peace,
tnion, and liberties of the people aud Goverument of the |
United States 5 and in furtherance of sueh conspiracy a por-
tion of the people of the States of Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas, and ‘L'exas, have at.
tempted to withdraw those States from the Union, and are |
NOW iu arms against the Government ; and witereas J ames
M. Maso~ and Roserrt M. T IluNTER, Senators from Vir- I
ginia; T1roMas L. CLaseMax and Tuoxas Brace, Senators |
from North Carolina; Javes Cuesnur, Jr., a Senator from
South Carolina; A. O. P Nienorsox, a Seuator from Ten- I
nessee;Wintiay K. SesasTiay and Criarnes B, Mircugr, |
Senators from Arkansas; and Joun Hemrwinn and Lovurs
1. Wierawr, Senators from ‘T'exas, have fuiled to appear in '

thelr seats in the Seaate and to aid the Government in this
Important crisis; and it is apparent to the Senate that said
Senators are engaged in said conspiracy for the destruction |

“of the Unjon and Government, or witl full kiowledge of
such conspiracy have failed to advise the Government of ity
progress or aid in it¥ supprossion: Thercfore, » -

Resolved, That the "said Mason, Husrter, CrLINaMAN,
BraGe, CHESNUT, NICHOLSON, SEBASTIAN, MiTorEL,
Hemenann, aud Wierdnr, be, and they hercby are,eachand
ali of them, expelled,from the Senate of the United States.

'APPROVA;{- OF PRESIDENTIAL ACTS.

The VICEPRESIDENT. 'The joint yesolu-
tiog (S. No./1) to approve and confirm certain
actopof the President of the United States, for sup-

resding Ansurrection’ and‘rebc‘lllpn, is the first
syon the Calendar, and it will now be con-

The joint resolution was read, as follows:

Whereas, sinee the adjournment of Congress, on the 4th
day of March last, a formidable instrrection in certain
States of this Union has arrayed itself in armed-hostility to
the Government of the United States, constitutionally ad-
ministered ; and whereas the President.of the United States
did, under the extraordinary exigencies thus presented, ex-
ereise certain powers and adopt certain measures for the
preservation of this Government—\—that is to say : First. .He
did, on the I5th day of April last, issue his proclamation
calling upon the severial States for seventy-five thousand
INCR to suppress such insurrectionary combinations, and to
cause the laws to be faithfully executed. Sccondly. He did,
on the. 19th day of April last, issue a proclumation setting
on foot a blockade of the ports within the States of South
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Lowis-
iana, and Texas. = Thirdly. He did, on the 27th day of
April last, issue 2 proclamation establishing a bloekade of
the ports within the States of Virginia and North Caolina.
Fourthly. He did, by arder of the 27th day of April last,
addressed to the Commanding General of the Army of the
United States, authorize that officer to suspend the writ of
habeas corpus at any point on or in the vicinity of any. mil-
itary line hetween the city of Philadelphia aund the city of
Washingion. Fifthty. He did, on the 3¢ day of May last,
iseue a proctamation calling into the service of the Inited
States forty-two thousand. and: thirty-four volunteers, in- .
creasing the regular Army by the addition of twenty-two
thousand seven hundred and fourteen men, and the Navy
by an addition of eighteen thonsand scamen. Sixthly. Ie
did, on the 10th day of May last, issuc a proclamation at-
thorizing the commander of the forces of the United States
on the eoast of Mlorida to suspend the writ of habeas corpus,
if necessary.  All of which proclamations and orders have
been submitted to this Congress, Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That
all of the cxtraordinary acts, proclamations, and orders,
hereinbeYore mentioned, be, and the same are hercby, ap-
proved and declared to be in all vespects legal and valid, to
the same iitent, and with the same effeet, as if they had
heen issued and done under the previous express authority
and direction of the Congress of the United States.

The'VICE PRESIDENT. The joint resolu-
tion is now before the Senate as in Committee of
the Whole, and open to amendment,

Mr. CLARK. [ move to amend the resolu-
tion by striking out on the second page, from the
word ““increasing,”” to the word “ seamen,’” in<
clusive,

The words proposed to be stricken out are:

“ Inereasing the regular Amy by the addition of twemyQ
two thousand seven hundred and fourteen men, and the
Navy by an addition of eighteen thousand seanien,’

So that the clause will read:

Fifthly. He did, on the 3d day of May last, issue a
proclamation calling iufo the service of the United States
forty-two thonsand and thivty-four volunteers.

I make the xfotion because I understand that
the increase 61 the Army and the increase of the
Navy are 16 be provided for by another bill—not
“hat I have any hostility to either of these meas-
ursg, bt they may be provided for there. I do
not kfiow that anything has been done towards
increasing the Army or Navy, which must be
necessarily made by law retroactive, If there
has been ‘anything of that kind done, Senators
can inform us, so that we can see the necessity
of the case. .

Mr. WILSON. "A plan has been arranged for
the organization of eleven regiments for the Army.
Officers have been appointed, cominissioned with
some qualifications, sent to certain points of the
country,and money has beenplaced in their hands
to fill up the ranks of the Army.  In vegard to
filling up the Navy, I understand that of the cigh-
teen thousand men ordered for the Navy several
thousand have been enlisted, and are now in the
employment of the Government. 1 do not thinlk
{ 1t wise to strike out this provision; 1 think it had
| better remain there.  When we come to the bill

for the organization of the Army, and when the
Committee on Naval Affairs bring in a bill with
regard to the Navy, we shall have full power to
modify, direet, and control this whole question.
{ I think we had better at present merely indorse
{ and legalize what the Government has already
| done in the matter.
I Mr. CLARK., The difficulty that I had about
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NAVAL ACADEMY AT NEWPORT.

Mr. SHEFFIELD presented resolutions from
the Gieneral Assembly of Rhode Island with ref-
erence to the location of the Naval Academy at
Newport; which were referred to the Committee
on Naval Affairs.

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW-—AGAIN.

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I offer the fol-
lowing Tesolution:

Resolved, That a select committee of five members of the
House be appointed, to which shall be referred the subject
of a general bankrupt law; and that said committce report
at the next session by bill or otherwise.

I move the previous question on the passage of
the resolution.

The previous question was seconded, and the
main question ordered; and under its operation
the resolution was agreed to.

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING moved to recon-
sider the vote by which the resolution was agreed
to; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider
on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

PROPOSITION FOR A NATIONAL CONVENTION.
Mr. WOOD. I offer the following resolution:

Resolved, That this Congress recommend the Governors
of the several States to couvene their Legislatares for the
purpose of calling an election to select two delegates from
each congressional district, to meet in general convention
at Louisville,in Kentucky, on the first Mounday in Septem-
ber next ; the purpose of the said convention to be to devise
measures for the restoration of peace to our country.

I move the previous question on its adoption.

Mr. WASHBURNE. Imovetolay the reso-
lution on the table.

Mr. BURNETT. On that motion I call for
the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The question was taken, and it was decided in
the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 515 as follows:

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Appleton, Arnold, Ash-
ley, Babbitt, Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Franeis P.
Biair, Samuel 8. Bluir, Blake, Buffinton, Chamberiain,
Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling,
Conway, Curtis, Cutler, Davis, Dawes, Delano, Diven,
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, By, Fenton, Fes-
senden, Franchot, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Gurley,
Hale, Hanchett, Harrison, Hickman, Horton, Hutchins,
Julian, Kelley, I'rancis W. Kellogg, William Kcliogg, Lan-
sing, Loomis, Liovejoy, MeKean, McKnight, McPherson,
Mitchell, Moorhead, Justin 8. Morrill, Nixon, Olin, Patton,
Pike, Porter, Potter, John IL. Rice, Riddle, Edward . Rol-
ling, Sedgwick, Shanks, Sheflield, Sheltabarger, Shenman,
Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, Siratton, Benjamin I*. Thomas,
Trowbridge, Upton, Vandever, Van Horn, Van Valken-
burgh, Van Wyck, Verrce, Wall, Wallace, Charles W.
Walton, E. P. Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert S.
White, and Windom—92. :

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ancona, Joseph Baily, George
H. Browne, Burnett, Calvert, Cobb, Cooper, Corning, Cox,
Cravens, Crittenden, Delaplaiue, Dunlap, English, Fisher,
Fouke, Grider, Haight, Harding, Holman, Jackson, John-
son, Law, Lazear, Logan, McClernand, Mallory, Morris,
Noble, Noell, Norton, Nugen, Odell, George I1. Pendleton,
Reid, Richardsou, Robinzon, James S. Rollins, Smith,
John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Vallandigham, Vib-
bard, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, Chilton A White,
Wickliffe, Wood, and Woodruff—51.

So the resolution was laid on the table.

During the call of the roll,

Mr. DELANO stated that his colleagues, Mr.
Rice and Mr. Train, were detained from the
House by sickness.

Mr. RIDDLE stated that his colleague, Mr.
Trimere, was detained from the House by sick-
ness.

FORBIGN INSURRECTIONARY CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. CORNING submitted the following reso-
Iution:

Resolved, That the President be requested, if not, in his
opinion, incompatible with the publie interest, to submit
to this [louse all correspondence between this Government
and foreign Powers on the subject of the existing insurrec-
tion in the United States.

Mr. COX. A similar resolution has already
been adopted by the House, 1 will say to the gen-
tleman from New York.

Mr. CORNING. I prefer that this should be
adopted, if the Houase will indulge me.

“Fhe resolution was adopted.

DECLARATORY RESOLUTIONS.

Mr. OLIN submitted the following resolution:

Resolved, That the resolution of this House adopted on
Monday, the 8th instant, restricting the business of the
present extraordinary session to questions of immediate
national interest, be so construed as to admit of the con-
sideration only of practical measures of legislation on the
subjects embraced in the message of the President and the
reports of the several heads of Departinents, and to exclude
all resolutions of a merely declaratory nature ; and that the
Speaker be directed to rule as out of order all matters thus
elxcludr:d, without waiting for points of order to be raised
thereon.

Mr. HOLMAN. Irisetoaquestion of order.
That resolution changes the rule of the House,
and is out of order.

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the ques-
tion of order.

Mr. OLIN. TUpon what ground? It does not
change the rules. ’

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it does.
It gives construction to a rule.

Mr. OLIN. That is not a change of a rule.

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides the res-
olution to be out of order. Does the gentleman
appeal from his decision?

r. OLIN. I do.

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that
the resolution submitted by the gentleman from
New York changes a rule of the House; and, one
day’s notice being required, under the rules, to
submit any proposition for a change of the rules,
that the resolution is not in order. From this
decision the gentleman from New York appeals;
and the question is, “Shall the decision of the
Chair stand as the judgment of the House?”’

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to lay the appealon
the table.

Mr. OLIN. Will the Chair hear a single sug-
gestion ?

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order.

Mr. OLIN. Ido not desire todebate, but sim-
ply to make a suggestion to the Chair.

The SPEAKER. Any suggestion is in the
nature of debate, and is not in order.

Myr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Idesireto make
an inquiry of the Chair. I wish to know what
rule of the House the resolution of my colleague
repeals or modifies?

The SPEAKER. It gives construction to the
resolution adopted on motion of the gentleman
from Indiana, [Mr. HoLman,] the other day, con-
confining the business of the House; which, hav-
ing been adopted, becomes a rule of the House.

er. OLIN. 1tdoes not change that resolution
at all.

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order.
The question was talen; and the appeal was
laid on the table.

Mr.OLIN. 1 give notice that I will bring up
the resolution to-morrow.

BANKRUPTCY.

Mr. WARD introduced a bill to establish a gen- A

eral and uniform system of bankruptey throughout
the United States; which was read a ficst and sec-
ond time, and referred to the Committee on the
Judiciarvy. .
STEAMER CATILINE.
Mr. VAN WYCK submitted the following res-

olution; which was read, considered,and agreed to:

Resolved, That the Departments and officers of the Gov-
eriiment are hereby requested to withhold the payment
of any and all moneys claimed to be due to any persou or
persons on aceotnt of the use or valae of the steamboat
Catiline, until the commnittee of investigation shall report
thereon.

CLERK TO A COMMITTEE.

Mr. VAN WYCK submitted the following
resolution:

Tesolved, That the committee appointed to examine in
regard (o contracts made by any of the Departiments of the
Government be authorized to ciaploy a elerk 2t the usual
rate of compensation.

Mr. BURNETT. Forhowlong? |

Mr. WASHBURNE. During the sitting of
the committee, I suppose. o

Mr. BURNETT. If the time can be limited
to the present session of Congress, I have no

objection. The committee has received no leave
to ‘sit during. the recess of Congress,and I'will.
not consent thata clerk shall be appointed to con=
tinue in office after our adjournment. St

Mr. WASHBURNE. T suggest to the gentle-
man that he withdraw his resolution, = =~ . .0

Mr. VAN WYCK. Very wellj I will with-
draw it for the present. e

PUNISHMENT OF CONSPIRACY., -

Mr. HICKMAN, I present abill. to' define
and punish certain conspiracies, and-ask that: it
may be put on its passage. I will state thatit has
received the sanction of the principal law officer
of the Government, and also of the Committes on
the Judiciary.

The bill wasread for information. It provides
that if two or more persons within any State. or
Territory shall conspire together to overthrow, or
to put down, or to destroy by force, the Giovern=
ment of the United States; or to oppose by forcé
the authority of the Government of the United
States; or by force to prevent, hinder, or delay
the execution of any law of the Uhnited States; or
by force to seize, take, or possess any property of
the United States, against the will; or contrary to
the authority of LhegUnited States, orby force, or
intimidation, or threat, to preventany person from
accepting or holding any office of trust, or place
of confidence, under the United States, each and
every person so offending shall be guilty of a
high' crime; and upon conviction thereof in.any
court of the United States having jurisdiction
thereof, or district or supreme court of any Ter-
ritory of the United States having. jurisdiction
thereof, ‘shall be punished by a fine not less than
$500 and not more than 355,800; or by imprison-
ment, solitary or social, and with or without hard
labor, asthe courtshall determine, for a period not
less than six months, nor greater than six years;
or both such fine and imprisonment. Do

Mr. BURNETT. I do not understand thatthe
gentleman can introduce that bill at this time and
have it put upon its passage without unanimous
consent; and I object. )

The SPEAKER. The gentleman merély gave
notice that he would rhove to put the bill on its
passage.

Mr. BURNETT. I will not interpose any ob-
jection to the bill being puton its passage if it can
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary
until it can be printed and we can have an oppor-
tunity to see it.

My, HICKMAN. That committee have al-
ready given the bill their assent, and it would be
useless to Fefer it to them now.

Mr. BURNETT. - I think it is too imiportant
a bill not to take the ordinary couvse of legislas

tion.

Mr. HICKMAN. I will then withdraw the
bill, and give notice that I shall move to suspend
the rules to put it on its passage as soon as the
morning hour has expired.

NATIONAL ARMORY.
Mr. BLAIR, of Penngylvania, submitted the

following resolution:

Resolued, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in-
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a
national armory at some point on the Juniata river, in the
State of Pennsylvania.

Mr. COX. T have no objection to that, if the
gentleman will allow the inquiry to go to the spe-
wial committee raised at the present scssion of
Congress. .

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. Thave no.ob_-
jection to that, and will so modify my resolution.,

The resolution, as modified, was adopted.

JACOB GATES.

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania, by unanimous
consent, introduceda bill granting an invalid pen-
sion to Jacob Gates; which was read a first and
second time, and referved to the Committee on
Invalid Pensions.

METROPOLITAN POLICE.
Mr. CALVERT, by unanimous congent,in-
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a railroad bill, it was referved directly to this body
as in Committee of the Whole, and put upon the
Calendar. An honorable Senator from Illinois,
{Mr. Douglas,) who offered & bill, did the same
thing with it; the two Senators from Texas did
the same thing with their bills. They occupied
a position onthe Calendar, and ata specified time,
when the Senate proceeded to consider the meas-
ure, all of them were brought before the body as
in Committee of the Whole, the Senate regarding
itself as a better judge—each gentleman having
objections and criticisms to make—in the organ-
ization and forming of a proper bill, than any
select committec. 1f the Senate revokes this rule
I have no objection. It may be best, as a great
many new members are on the floor, to do this,
on the suggestion of my colleague that it is not
his purpose to bring forward the measure during
this session, and as it will give time during the
recess to prepare and bring forward a bill, as per-
fect as any committee can malke it, at the carly
portion of the nextsession. Having been present
at the discussion of this question at the last ses-
sion of Congress,and heard the objections made
by Senators representing different sections of
country, during the vacation 1 prepared a bill with
a view to obviate those objections as much as pos-
sible; and it was my intention, if this body tool
up general legislation, to offer the measure at an
early period; but the Senate having indicated its
intention to take up no measure at this session
except what immediately related to the troubles
of the country, I of course did not bring forward
this proposition; but if the resolution of my col-
league be adopted, I give notice to the body that
I shall to-morrow introduce the bill that I have
prepared, in order that it may be referred to that
committee, and by them considered, with any
other schemes that may be brought before them,
between this time and the opening of the next
session of Congress.

Mr. McDOUGALL. Iregretthatmy colleague
did not inform me that he had prepared a bill on
this subject before I offered the resolution, and
intimated my purpose. 1do not understand him
to object to the organization of a -select commit-

tee.

Mr. LATHAM. Notatall.

Mr. McDOUGALL. IfI had known that he
had prepared a bill, 1 should have preferred to let
him introduce it in the first instance.

The motion to refer the resolution to a select
comimnittee was agreed to.

The VICE PRESIDENT.
shall the committee be raised?

Mr. MeDOUGALL. By the Chair.

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be con-
sidered as the sense of the Senate, if there be no
objection.

Messrs. McDovearyn, Poneroy, CLark, PoLxk,
and Cowan, were appointed the committee,

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED.

The following bills from the IHouse of Repre-
sentatives were read twice by their titles, and
referred as indicated below:

A bill (No. 35) to amend an act entitled ““An
act to establish an auxiliary watch for the protee-
tion of public and private property in the city of
‘Washington, and for other purposes”—to the
Committee on the District of Columbia,

A bill (No. 45) to define and punish certain
conspiracies—to the Committee on the Judiciary.

SLOOP-OF-WAR LEVANT.

Mr. HALE. TheCommittee on Naval Affairs,
to whom was referred the bill (8. No. 21) for the
relief of the widows and orphans of the officers,
seamen, and marines of the United States sloop-
of-war Levant, and for other purposes, have had
the same under consideration, and have instructed
me to report it back, with the recommendation
that it pass; and I amn further instructed to ask for
its immediate consideration. It is the same bill
that was passed when the Albany and the Por-
poise were lost. It fixes a time when the vessel
shall be considered lost, so that pensions may
commence and pay may cease, and gives the rel-
atives twelve months’ pay. It is precisely the
same provision the Government has been in the
habit of making in the case of lost vessels for a
number of years, I hope the bill will be passed
at once.

By unanimous consent the bill was considered

In what manner

as in Committee of the Whole. Itdesignatesthe
30th of June, 1861, as the day on which the sloop-
of-war Levant shallbe considered as having fouund-
ered at sea, for the purpose of fixing the time at
which shall commence the pensions, under exist-
ing laws, of the widows and orphans of officers,
seamen, and marines who were lost on board that
vessel. Italso pruvides for giving twelve months’
pay of any officer, seaman, or marine who -per-
1shed on board the Levant to the widow, or child,
or children of the deceased; or;incasethere should
be no widow or children, to the parent or parents;
and if there be no parents living, to the brothers
and sisters of those who perished on board the
vessel.

The bill further provides that the proper ac-
counting officers shall settle the accounts of An-
drew J. Watson, late purser in the Navy, who
was lost in the Levant, and allow him o credit for
whatever sum appears to be due from him on the
books of the Department. ;

The bill was reported to the Senate withoyt
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a thi
reading, read the third time, and passctfk

NAVAT, APPROPRTATION BILL. }

Mr. FESSENDEN. I ask the Senate}o
up House bill No. 19, making additional
priations for the naval service.

Mr. POWELL. If it is agreeable to the Sen-
ator from Maine, I should like to have the reso-
lution which I offered yesterday, asking for in-
formation from the War Department, taken up
and passed.

Mr. FESSENDEN. I would rather not give
way. That resolution can be taken up after this
bill is disposed of. There will be some debate on
the resolution.

The motion of Mr. Fessexnev was agreed to;
and the Senate, as in Committec of the Whole, pro-
ceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 19) making
additional appropriations for the naval service for
the year ending the 30th of June, 1862, and appro-
priations of arrearages for the year ending the 30th
of June, 1861.

The Committee on Finance reported the bill

with several amendments.  The first amendment
of the committee was, in section one, in the appro-
priationsfor the navy-yard at New York, to strike
out line one hundred and twelve, in the following
words:

<« For the extension of main sewer, §800.”

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment of the committee was, in
line one hundred and thirty-one, of scction one,
makinganappropriation for thenavy-yardat Mare
Island, to strike out ¢“fifty,”” and insert ¢ sixty;”’
so that it will read:

For repairs to floating-dock and other repairs in the yard,
$60,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment of the committee was to
insert,afterline one hundred and thirty-one,under
the head of ¢ Mare Island,’ the following:

For machinery for machine shop, $30,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Those are all the
amendments reported from the Committee on
Finance,

Mr. GRIMES. 1 move to amend the bill by
inscrting, in line thirty-five of section two, after
the word ¢ dollars,”’ the following:

And the Seeretary of the Navy is hereby authorized to
expend so much of the suns remaining in the Treasury on
the st of July, 1861, to the credit of printing and publica-
tion of sailing dircctions, wind and current charts, astro-
nomical observations, and hydrographical surveys, as may
be necessary for completing the unfinished work left atthe
Observatory by the late superintendent.

I will state, Mr. President, that I have not ex-
amined into the merits of the proposition very
much. 1 bave submitted it solely upon the rec-
ommendation of the Committce on Naval Affairs
of the House of Representatives, all of whose
signatures are appended to anote connected with
the amendment, saying that they neglected to add
it to the bill in that House. 1t makes no addi-
tional appropriation, but merely authorizes the
Secretary of the Navy to expend a sumof money
already In his hands, unexpended, in the com-
pleting of certain charts and sailing_directions,
which are necessary at this time. The appro-
priation has already becn made.

The amendment was agreed to.

=

Mr. GRIMES, - I offer anotlier amenduie
an additional sectioniz /0 ST
And be it further-enacted, That no-patented article ¢
nected with warine engines shall be bureafter purehased, or
attached to, or used in conneetion with, auy steam vessel
of war until the same shall have heen subinitied
officially recommended in writing for purchase and'u
a competent hoard of naval engineers. - w4 L s
The amendment was agreed to. o
Mr, GRIMES. I have one more amendment
to offer as an additional section: ) T
And be it firther enactedy That in case of a vacaney in
the oflice of engineer-in chief of the Navy the appointiment
thereto shall be made tronn the list of chief enginecers,
Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to hayvean
explanation of the amendment. 1 did notiobject
to the other one because that seemed to be neces-
sary; but the Committee on Financearé very de-
sirous to keep general legislation off these appro-
priation bills altogether, The other'amendment
seemed to be exceedingly important; and there-

fore I did not raise any objection to it.

Mr. GRIMES. My motive inintroducing the’
amendment was simply this: whenever there isa
vacancyinthe office of the engineer-in-chief, there
is always an effort made to appoint some man
outside of the Navy, who hasnever had any con-
nection with it, to that office. © An’ effort of; that
kind was made in March last.. Fouryearsago a
similar effort was made, and it was also made four
years preceding that. Now [ simply wish “thiat
this engineer-in-chicf shall always be appointed
from thelite of the service, from the number of
chief engineers, that one of them shall be ranked
up, who has had some experience, some familiar-
ity, with the duties of the position. The amend-
mentis vight in iself.

Mr. FESSENDEN. I agree perfectly with the
Senator from lowa, that the amendment is right
in itself; but, sir, I cannot agree that this is the
right place to put it. There are half a dozen bills
from the Senator’s own committee—the Commit-
tee on Naval Aflairs—connceted with the organ-
ization and reorganization of the Navy in one
way or another, now upon the table, all of which,
or certainly some of which, will be acted upon.
Upon one of those bills the amendment will be
perfectly appropriate.  Upon this it is entirely
inappropriate; and it would be opening the door
to a great many abuses which I wish te avoid as
far as possible.

Mr. GRIMES.
is appropriate.

Mr. FESSENDEN. Oh, yes; any bill in-re-
lation to naval affairs isappropriate. Theamend-
ment that was previously adopted had relation to
the expenditure of money, was a saving of ex-
penditure, and seemed to be in some degreeappro-
priate to the bill,and therefore I did not object to
it. This I consider to beentirely otherwise, and
1 reaily hope my friend from lowa will withdraw
ity and put it upon a bill where it more properly
belongs. 1 think it is proper in itself; butif .the
door is opened to this legislation upon general
subjects connected with the Navy upob these ap-
propriation bills, we shall have difficultics over
and over agaiin in relation to it, as we have expe-
rienced heretofore; and f say now, sir, so. far ds
I am concerned, I mean tooppose in every case,
unless it is one of pressing necessity, which can-
not beaccomplishedin anyother way, thisattempt
tolegislate on general subjects—subjectsconnected
even with the bill under consideration—upon ap-
propriation bills. 1 think we shall save a great
deal of difficulty by inaugurating a new state of
things in that regard.  1f the Senator from Iowa
desires to have this amendment made, he is a
member of the Committee on Naval Affairs,and
that committee has half a dozen bills here, upon
any one of which it might go, and therefore I
bope it will not be put upon this bill. )

Mr. GRIMES. Myexperience here has taug_ht
me that it is utterly futile to war against the chair-
man of the Committce on Finance, Hiseloquence
and will and persistency are such that it is useless
for me at any time to press any amendment that
I may desire against his wishes; and therefore 1
withdraw the proposition, hoping that I shall
receive his support when I offer it to some other

Thereis no bill reported that

bill.

Mr. HALE. Tam instructed by the Commit-
tee on Naval Affairs to offer an amendment to the
bill, as an additional section:

Jnd be it further enacted, That the sum of $8,000 be ap-

propriated for the printing of one thuusand sets of the watch
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~July 24,

S INSENATE.
: Wepxesnay, July 24, 1861.
" Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpERLAND.
ThéJournal of yesterday was vead and approved.
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

My, MORRILL presented the memovial of

William S. Grrant, representing that supplies fur-

" nished by him. for the army in Avizona, under

contract with the War Department, were scized

by the Texan forces, and praying relief; which

was referred to the Committee on Claims. -
“PROPOSED NATIONAL ARMORY.

Mr, TRUMBULL. I desire to present, for
the purpose of reference to the committee having
charge of the matter, a communication from the

*Common Couneil of the city of Alton, in the |

State of Illinois, setting forth the advantages of
that point as aocation for an armory. The com~
munication shows that a commission appointed
for the purpose of selecting a place in the West
for an armory some years ago, consisting of Gen-
.eral. Armistead, Colonel Long, and Dr. Lawson,
reported in favor of the city of Alton as a proper
site for an armory; and among the reasons set
forth are the location of that place upon the
Mississippi river at a point atall times open to
navigation, the abundance of coal in its vicinity,
the health of the locality, the cheapness of prop-
erty, and the fact that there are there at thistime
large foundevies and machine shops which could
be converted at once into manufactories of arms
ata very trifling expense. I ask thatthe com-
munication be referred to the committee having
charge of that matter, which I believeis the Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs. I'think other memorials
on this subject have been referred to that com-
mittee, * -

The memorial was referred to the Committee
on Naval Aflairs.

LOCATION OF TIIE NAVAL ACADEMY,

Myr. TOSTER. I present the report of a com-
mittee appointed by the Common Council of the
city of New Lonton, Connecticut, to act upon
the subject of the establishment of a naval depot
or a naval school within the limits of the harbor
of New London.  The Senator from New Jersey
[Mr. Trn . Evex] and the Senator from Rhode
[sland [Mr. Axrroxy] have already brought the
guestion of the location of our Naval Academy
to the attention of the Senate. Each of those Sen-
ators, in urging the claims of his particular State,

- indilged ina line of remark quite common with
us all’here when we speak of our own State, I
am not aware that elther of them said anything
in this connection which was not eminently fit
and proper.  New Jersey and Rhode Island have
cach a historie fame, of which their representa-
tives here, and everywhere, are justly entitled to
ke proud. But, sir, the State of Connecticut is
entitled to be heard on this subject.  She claims
as fair a fame as belongs to cach of these her sis-
ters.  She demands, and history awards to her,
as bright a page as any on which are written the
annals of our country.

In the report which T present, the advantages
of the harbor of New London and its vicinity, as
a location for our Naval School, are set forth
briefly, but most convincingly; so that I content
myself at present by asking that {t be printed, and
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.

My, HALE. Let the question of printing take
the usual course. I do not want an exception
made to our general rule.

Mr. FOSTER. The memorials presented by
the other Senators were printed.

Mr. HALLE., They wereresolutions of Legis-
Jatures. .

Mr, FOSTER. TheSenatorfrom RhodeIsland
presented a memorial from his Legislature, but the
Senator from New Jersey did not. They were
both printed.

Mr.HALE. Thavenoobjectiontothe printing.,

Mr, FOSTER. "Then! beg the Senator not to
make any, if he has none.

The PRESIDENT pro_tempore. DMemorials
not coming from a State Legislature, under the

. rules of the Senate, on a motion to print, go to
the Committee on Printing, unless by unanimous
consent.

Mr. FOSTER.

T ask that. [tis less thana
lotter sheet. .

Mr. HALE. If the others were printed, L
shall not make an exception; but, if they were
not printed, I shall ohject to the printing in this
case. : : :

Mr. FOSTER. They were printed.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By unani-
mous consent, the order to’ print_is made; and a
reference to the Committee. on Naval Affairs is
ordered. . . .

OATII OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mr. GRIMES submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered by unanimous con-
sent, and agreed to: )

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in-
structed to inquire into the expedieney of requiring an oath
of allegiance and support of the Constitution of the United
States to he administered to eacl military, naval, and eivil
officer and employé of the Government, whether such em-
plovinent be permanent or temporary; and that the com-
mittee be instructed to report by bill or otherwisc.

REPORTS FROM A COMMITTER. N
Mr. CHANDLER, from the Comumittee on
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (8. No.
17) concerning the pay of thé officers of the rev-
cnue catter service, asked to be discharged from
its further consideration; which was agreed to.
Fe also, from the same committee, to whom
was referred the bill (T. R. No. 53) relative to the
revenue marine, to fix the compensation of the
officers thereof, and for other purposes, reported
it without amendment,
WORLD'S FAIR.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.  If there be no
further reports, the first business on the Calendar
is the joint resolution (8. No. 9) relative to the ex-
hibition of the industry of all nations, to be holden
in London, in the year 1862. .

"I'he Senale proceeded, as in Committee of the
‘Whole, to consider the joint resolution. -It pro-
poscs to.authorize the President to take such
measures as shall to him scem best, to facilitate a
proper vepresentation of the industrial interests of
the United States at the exhibition of the indus-
try of all nations in London, in the year 1862; and
to appropriate $2,000 for the incidental expenses.

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

g PUNISHMENT OF CONSPIRACIES.

Mr. TRUMBULL. 'The Committec on the Ju-
diciary, to whom was referred the bill (EL. R. No.
45) tordefine and punish certain conspiracies, have
instructed me to report it back to the Senate, with
a recommendation that it do pass.

Mr. BAYARD. [ ask permission from the
Senate to submit the views of the minority of'the
committee against the passage of that bill. They
are very short.

Mr. TRUMBULL. Of course, I have no ob-
jeetion to the Senator from Delaware presenting
any views which he pleases; but I think it is un-
usual and unprecedented for aminority of acom-
mittee to present a report where there is no report
of a majority. The bill is simply reported back
to the Senate, with a recommendation that it pass;
and I am awarc of no instance where a minority,
under such civcumstances, have been allowed to
make a minority report, to go among the reports
of the Senate as from a committee, where there is
no majority report. Of course the Senator from
Delaware will present whatever views he thinks
proper; butif he designs this as aminority veport,
I object to it as unprecedented. If it is the Sen-
ator’s speech, of course I have nothing to say
about it. He may present what views he pleases;
but I object to its coming from the committec asa
report in any shape, cither minority or majority,
he having no authority to make sucha reportac-
cording to parliamentary usage, as I understand
the rules of parliamentary law and the uniform
practice of the Senate since I havebeen a member
of the body.

Mr. BAYARD. My President, lam perfectly
aware that, according to the usage and practice of
the Senate, & minority cannot make a report at
all; but it has been their usage to permit the views
of the minority, always so called, to be presented
to the Senate.  In the House of Representatives
the usage isinvariable to call them all reports,and
they are treated as reports.  Our usage has been
to permit a mivority to present their views; but
not being a collective action of the majority of the

! eommittee, it is not called a report,

The paper in question, though, is presented, in®
order merely to state the general objections to the
passage of this bill. 1t will not'be denied for a mo-
méntthat where amajority makeareport,in which
they give their reasons and views in support of a
bill, our invariable usage has been to permit the
minority to state their views in opposition. But
the honorable Senator says, that where a commit-
tee make no report, it is unprecedented to allow a
minority to state the grounds of their objection,
for that is all that is done. INow, it seems to me,
in principle, that the right ought to obtain. Ifa
majority report back the bill, that is areport; and
if L{my do not see fit to state their reasons insup-
port of it, why should the minority be precluded
{rom stating the objections to it? Inevery case
the views of the minority ave presented by them
as members of the commuttee, standing in contra-
distinction to their position as members of the
Senate. I cannot see, in prineiple, any distinc-
tion between the two cases. My recollection is,
that it has been permitted in the Senate; certainly
it often has been in the House of Representatives.

I am not aware that precedents will be found
similar exactly to this, for the very plain reason
that it is seldom, if cver, where a committee di-
vides upon principles in relation to a bill, especi-
ally a constitutional principle, that the majority
do not make a report in support of the bill; but
it seems to me clear that the reason which would
give the right of a minority to present their views
where there is a written report by the majority,
(a practice which has grown up in the Senate
within the last twenty years,) should also extend
to a case of this kind.

Further, sir, let me state one great rcason why
I offered the views set forth in this paper—views
which I think address themselves fairly, certainly
to the courtesy of the Senate, if not to its sense
of propriety. I have said to you, that though
I am opposed to your policy, and think it erro-
necous, and that it will lead to no benefit to the
country, I am not a man, against a decided ma-
jority, to interpose factious objections, with a
view to annoy Senatorsin reference to the passage
of bills, where I know the majority so will it.
I believe you will do me the credit to say that
such has been my course in veference to all your
practical legislation at this session; butTexcepted
any bill which I supposed violated the Constitu=
tion of the United States. I have, therefore, to-
gether with my colleague on the committee, made
a short statement of the views of objection to this
bill in principle, which merely throws before the
Senate for its consideration, without any pretense
at argument, the grounds on which I suppose this
bill ought not to pass, nor anything like this bill.
Iam at liberty to say, that though these views
are not signed by the honorable Senator from
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cowax,] he coincides in the
objection to the bill on prineiple.

f think,under tliese circumstances, with a view
to avoid debate, which I do not desire to enter
into, in reference to this bill, when itis called up,
with the bave statement of the general objections
to it, that I might ask from the Senate fairly that
they should sufter the paper to be read and printed
as the views of the minority. Undoubtedly I have
aright, as a member of the Scnate, to recad the
paper as part of a speech; but I think that it is
but fair to a minority of the committee, on a con-
troverted question of principle, that they should
have the privilege of submitting their views where
they differ from the majority, though the major-
ity may see fit only to report the bill, and not give
their views in supportofit. If theSenate refuse
to grant this, of course I shall read the paper
myself; but I cannot see that there can be any
objection to the other course.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair
begs to state that thisreport having been made this
morning cannot be considered except by unani-
mous consent; therefore there is no question be-
fore the Senate, exceptit be on the motion to print
the paper presented by the Senator fyom Dela-
ware, as expressing the views of a minority of the
Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. BAYARD. Does it require unanimous
consent?

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It requires
unanimous consent to consider the bill, If the
Senator makes a motion to print the paper sub-
giiued by him, that presents a question before the
Senate.


Gary
Highlight

Gary
Highlight

Gary
Highlight


1861.

THE CONGR

ESSIONAL GLOBE.

My, BAYARD. T make that motion.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 'T'hen the ques-
tion before the Senate is on the motion to print
the paper presented by the Senator from Dela-
ware, expressing the views of a minority of the
Judiciary Committee.

My, TRUMBULL. I have no other desire than.

to get clearly before the Senate what the pointis.
1t needs no argument. I shall be very glad to
have the attention of the Senate for five minutes,
to state what this question is. It does notinvolve
what is in the bill at all. A bill was passed by
the House of Representatives and sent to the Sen-
ates it was referred to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary; that committee have reported the bill bacl
to the Senate, with a recommendation that it pass:
that is the position in which it comes before the
Senate. The Senator from Delaware comes in
this morning and asks to submit the views of the
minority of the committee.  Now, for what pur-
pose? Does the Scnator from Delaware want to
et his specech among the reports of the Senate?
He can submit his views in opposition to-the bill
at any time; buthe wants to make a minority re-
port irom a committee against a bill, where there
Is no majority report and the bill is simply re-
ported back. I wish to call the attention of the
Senute to the fact that they are about to establish
a precedent by which every person upon all your
comntitteds, who 1s opposcti to any bill that is
before them, can write out and place in the form
of a minority report his objections to the bill,and
have them go among the reports of the Senate, to

umber your documents, instead of giving bis
views in the Scnate in opposition to it,

What is the Senator from Delaware going to
gain?  What possible advantage will he nccom-
plish by persisting that, instead of stating his
views to the Senate, or reading them to the Sen-
ate, he shall put them in the form of a minority
report from a committee?  Will he accomplish
anything by this? Why stickle forit? It cer-
tainly is unusual. I have stated that since my
services in the Senate began, I have never known
such an instance. The Senator from Delaware
thinks there are such, though he refers to none.
None has ocearred within my recollection; but if
this is allowed to be done, you have established
the practice thatany member of a committee may
make a minority report against anything that is
done, where there is no majority report. I donot
think that that is a proper practice. L think we
ought not to fall into it. I mean by this no dis-
courtesy to the Senator from Delaware.  lis
views will go before the Senate, and before the
country. I have now simply preseuted the ques-
tion to the consideration of the Senate, because 1
think it a bad innovation, setting a bad precedent,
to allow minority reports to come from commit-
tees, where there are no majority reports, but bills
are simply reported back, with a recommendation
that they pass. That isa report from a commit-
tee, it is true; but it is verbal,  There are no rea-
sons given in such cases at all.

{ thinl it would be better that we should pursue
the practice heretofore adopted of membersgiving
their views, but not in the shape of minority ve-
ports under such circumstances, and thercfore 1
bave objected to this paper being reecived as a
minority report. The immediate question before
the Senate is, whether it shall be printed > The
question is, will you print the speech of the Sen-
ator from Delawave? for that is what it amounts
to. It will be printed in the Globe if he veads it,
but it would not be printed over again and gointo
the public documents. That is about all I can
sce n it; and really if the Senator {from Delaware
supposes it so important that his views should go
upon the public documents and be printed at the
expense of the Government, I do not know that
1 should feel like resisting his request if it was
made for that purpose; but I do not ike to make
such an Mmnovation, and I have therefore raised
this objection.  If the Senate has paid suflicient
atiention to sce what the point is, it is all I desive
to say upon it.

Mr. BAYARD. If this were intended as a
speech on my part, of course I should not ask the
Senate to turh my speech into a report. It is not
a report, as badmitted distinetly; itis the views
of the minority. In principle 1t is analogons to
the practice that obt t
Commonsand the British House of Lords, carried
nuch further there; for on every bill which passes

s in the Briush House of |

| though it-night not

there, those opposed to the bill are allowed to
state succinctly ““dissentient,’” with the general
objections that they have to the bill.- Thatisa
free country as well as this, a country in which
debate isfairly allowed and carried out. Thatis
the universal practice, and has been the practice
in both Houses in England for more. than two
hundred years. In the Housc of Representatives
they allow a minority report in every case. In
the Senate of the Unimd} States, we allow the
¢ views of the minority’’to be submitted. T have
stated to the Senate that I am not able to turn to
precedents, unless I have further time to search—
I mean precedents connected with an exact case
like this—but I have endeavored to show that it
was within the principle.

The honorable Senator asks what advantage
can there be in this course i every member is to
be allowed, whenever he is opposed to a bill, as
as a member of the committee that reports it, to
put in an argument in opposition? This is not
an argument. If it is necessary, I will read it for
the information of the Senate, and they will see
that it is not. It is a general statement of objec-
tions, and no more. Surcly within the principle
that I have stated to you exists in England, and
in our own Housc of Representatives, 1n a coun-
try like ours, though the minority mustsubmit to
the majority, the minority ought to have aright,
in reference to legislative matters, to put succinetly
their objections to a measure on record. That is
the basis of it; that is the principle on which I
suppose it to be founded. 1 am perfectly aware
that, in this or any other case, the Scnate may
refuse to et the objections be stated; and, if 1t
were u long argument, or a vituperative one, or
one caleulated to inflame passions, one caleulated
to be obnoxious in the mode of argument to the
majority, 1 think it probable—nay, I think they
would be justifiable 1 rejecting it; but the paper
which I have sent to the Clevk is simply a state-
ment of general objections to the principle of the
bill, in order to bring it before the minds of Sew-

ators, that they may sec what are the questions |

involved in it.” When I find a colleague on the
committce agreeing with me, when I state itin
the form of dissent from the report of the com-
mittee, § thinloit would not be veasonable on the
part of the Senate, consistently with the charae~
ter of our institutions and our form of Gaovern-
ment, to prevent me from doing so. If the Senate
will allow me—1 presume I have the right to do
it—in order to show that 1 amn asking nothing
unreasonable, I will read whatitis that [ propose
to put oh records; because then they can determine
moie propetly whether they will refuse my re-
quest or not. I have endeavored to show that it
is within the principle. The motion is to printit.
I will read the views of the minority of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: ’

The undersigned, a minority of the members of the Com-
mitiee on the Judieiary to whom was referred House bitt No.
45, entitled “An act i define and panish certain conspirn-
ciex,™ submit the foliowing objections to the passiyge ol the
bilt:

The Government of the United States Is a Government
of specially delezated poyrers ;and though treason is one of
the highest erimes known to the law, it isa political offense,

To guard against the abuses which in times of high ex-
eitement bad, in the bixtory of England previous to
olution of 1688, 0 often sacriiiced able, virtuou
innocent men on charges of treason and kindred offenses,
unnccompanied hy a onstitution of the United
v defines the crime of treason in the follow-

inst the United States shali
t them, or in adering to
ald and eomiort.”” »
1w perzon shall be convicted of
ony of two witnesses 1o iie
W in open ¢
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would give, from - the uneertalnly of the offenise charged -
and the proof requisite to sustain it, the wtnostJatitudeto
proseécutions founded.on personat eninity and'po i o
mosity and the suspicions asto futentioh which” ghey 4
evitahly engender. : [N RS ;
The undersigned therefore protest against the passage.of
the bill. i
This is signed by the Senator from Kentacky
[Mr. Powerr]} and by myself, "There isthe paper;
it states the general objections. I hope the Sen-
ate will permit me to presentit.. 1fnot,of course
one of the great objects 1 had; wliich wasto avoid
discussion on this bill, will be frustrated. " My
purpose was to present ‘these igcm’erul objections
to the Senate, let them weigh them and compare
them with the bill, to sce if they would: not pome
to the conclusion that it was not within the'intent
of the Constitution that such a erime should be
created. 1 wished the Senate also to weigh the,
effect of the creation of such a crime as conspir-
acy, which rests in intent only. 1t must neces-
sarily give risc to great persecution; unless human
nature, in excited times, is- entirely altered from
what it has been in the past history of the world.
These are my only rcasons for presenting this
paper. -
Mr. COLLAMER. Iam veryunwillingtobe
regarded as atall standing in the way of any mem-
ber presenting his views in almost any form,and
presenting them in such a way as to give them
perpetuity, if possible, and a currency with ‘the
community more than the evanescent characterof
aspeech; and yet it scems to nie that thereisvery
much weight in the objection of the Senator from
Illinois, . ‘The attempt now made by the Senator
from Delaware strikes me as being utterly un-
precedented.  There never was such a thing, I
have no doubt precedents enough ean be found
for putting on the record protests, but not the pro-
test of & minority of a committee. Tt ig the pro-
test of those wlio are the minority in the measure
when you vote upon it. Protests of minorities
are common—well known in parliamentary his-
tory. They have not been regarded in this coun-
try preeisely in the same light as in England.
Here it is considered that men protest by their
votes, and they can put their votes on record,
and the Constitution has regulated the mannerin
which those votes may be recorded-by yeas and
nays. .
But without discussing that, I simply wish to
have the attention of the Senate called to the. pe-
culiar character of thig paper. I am nota mem-
ber of the committee; I know nothing about the
bill more than what suggests itselfto me from the
reading of the gentleman’s protest; I have formed
no opinion about it; I do not know whether I
shall vote for it or against it; but a report of a
minority of a committee ig nothing but an ap-
pendage—a contingency to the report of the com-
mittee. A report that'is made by a majority of
a committee is not technically ever called the re-
port of the majority; it is the report of the com-
mittee. The gentleman has often said - that.
Mr. BAYARD. 1admitit.
Mr.COLLAMER. But, ex gratiaif you please,
this body las allowed-the minority of a commit-
tee to present their views; only, however, as an
appendage to the report—apartand paveel of it—
a contingency of it, belonging to it. Now, the
gentleman presents a thing which he can hardly
call the report of the minority, because there 1s
no report of the committee o make it so; but itis
a sortof protest, and he claims the right to present
it under the principie of aprotese—not the protest
of a minority of the body, against whose votes a
measure is passed, butthe protest of a comimittee—
a new thing altogether—a protest of .a minority
of a committee when the majority have made no
reportatall. When a commitice, to whoma bill
has been referred, report it back with a recom-
mendation that it be passed, that recommenda-
tion goes for nothing, because, whether the com-
mittee so recommend or not, when the bill is re~
ported, the question is, whether it shall be passed
or not. The committee merely bring the bill
back to the House. Then,in this case, the com-

! mittee have made no report; they simply bring
back the bill. The gentieman can find nothingin

practice to warrant this, unless it be the aualogy
which he strives to draw from the protest of a
minority of the body. I he cannot make that a
pm-allellsm,l think “he is utterly unprecedented
m what he attempts to do. I think the precedent
Lad one. Every member of the Scnate
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GOVERKMENT CONTRACTS.

The first bill on the Calendar was the bill (S.
No. 43) to prevent and punish fraud on the pait
of officers intrusted with the making of contracts
for the Government, which the Senate procecded
16 consider as -in Committee of the Whole. It
proposes to enact that it shall be the duty of the
Secretary of War, of the Secrctary of the Navy,
and of the Secrctary of the Interior, immediately
after the passage of thisact, to cause and require
every contract made hy them, severally, on be-
half of the Government, or by their officers ander
them appointed to make such contracts, to be re-
duced to writing, and signed by the eontracting
parties with theirnamesat the end thereof, acopy
of which'is'to be filed by the officer making aud
signing the contract in the ¢ Returns office » of
the Department of the Intexior (hereafter to be
established for that purpose) as soon after tho con-
tract is madc as possible, and within thirty days,
together with all bids, offers, and proposals to
him made by persons to obtain the same, as also
a copy of any advertiscment he may have pub-
lished inviting bids, offers, or proposals for the
same. Allthecopies and papers in relation to cach
contract are to be attached together by a ribbon
and seal, and:pumbered in regular order numeri-
cally, according to the number of papers compos-
ing the whole return. It is to be the further duty
of that officer, before making his return, to affix
to the same his affidavit in the following form,
sworn to before some magistrate having author-
ity to_administer oaths: #*I do solemnly swear
(or affirm) that the copy of contract hereto an-
nexed is an exact COPY of a contract made by me
with — ; that { made the same fairly with-
out any benefit or advantage to myself, or allow-
ing any corruptly to the said , O any
other person; and that the papers accompanying
include all those relating to the said contract, as
reguired by the statute in sach case made and pro-
vided.” And any officer convicted of fulsely and
covruptly swearing to such affidavit, is to be sub-
jeet to all the pains and penaltics now by law
inflicted for willful and corrupt perjury.

Any officer making contracts, and failing or
neglecting to muke returns of the same, uhless
from unavoidable accidentand not within his con-
trol, is to be deemed, in every case of such failure
or neglect, to be guilty of a misdemcanor, aud, on
conviction thereof, to be punished by afine of not
less than $100, nor more than $300, and be im-
prisoned for not more than six months, at the dis-
cretion of the court trying the same.  Itis to be
the duty of the Seeretary of the Interior to pro-
vide a fit and properapartmentin his Department,
to be called the ¢ Returns office,” within which to
file the returns thus to be required, and to appoint
a clerk to attend to the same, who is to be entitled
to an annual salary of $1,200, and whose duty
will be to file all returns made to that oflice, so
that the same may be of easy nccess, filing all re-
turns made by the same officer in the same place,
and numbering them as they are made in numer-
ical order.  He is also to provide and keep an
index book, with the names of the contracting
parties, and the number of each and every con-
tract opposite to the names; and to submit the
index book and returns to any person desiring to
inspeet the same; and he is also to furnish copies
of the returns to any person paying for them at
the rate of five cents for every one hundred words,
to which copies certificates ave to be appended in
every ease by the clerk malking the same, attest-
ing their correctness, and that it is a full and com-
plete copy of the return; which return, so certified
ander the seal of the Department, is to be evi-
dence in all prosceutions under this act. Itisto
be the duty of the Secretary of War, and of the
Secretary of the Navy, and of the Secretary of
the Interior, immediately after the passage of this
act, to furnish each and every officer severally
appointed by them with authority to make con-
tracts on behalfof the Government, with a printed
letter of instructions, setting forth the duties of
such officer under this act, and also to furnish
therewith forms, printed in blank, of contracts to
be made, and the affidavit of returns required to
be affixed theveto, sothatall the instrumentsmay
be as nearly uniform as possible.

Mr. COWAN. Imove that the billbeamended
in the twentieth line of the fourth section, by
striking out the word “its,”” and inserting the

word *their.”” This is a mere verbal correc:
tion. . ;
The amendnient was agreed to.

Mr. COWAN. In the third.line of the fifth
section, after the word ** Navy,” Lmove to insert
the words, ¢ and of the Secretary of the Interior;”’
so that it will read:

That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of War and
of the Secretaty of the Navy and of the Secretary of the
Interior, immediately after the passage of this act, &e.

The object is to make it include the Department
of the Interior ag well as the War and Navy
Departments. i

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reparted to the Senate as amended;
and the amendments were concurred in.

The bill was ovdered to be engrossed for a third
reading, read the third time, and passed.

My, COWAN, I ask, on the part of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a
bill (S. No. 22) for the protection of Grovernment
contfacts, that the committee be now discharged
from the farther consideration of that bill, this
being a substitute for it.

The motion was agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM THE HIOUSE..

A message from the House of Representatives,
by Mr. ETneres, its Clerk, announced that the
Fouse had agreed to the report of the committee
of conference on the disagrecing votes of the two
Houses on bill (3. No. 2) to increase the present
military establishment of the United States.

‘The message further announced that the fouse
insists upon its amendments to the bill of the Sen-
ate (No. 36) to provide for the construction of one
or more armored ships and floating batteries, and
for other purposes, disagreed to by the Senate,
asks a conference on the disagreeing votes of the
two Flouses thereon, and Nad appointed Mr.
CuanLes B.Seoewick of New York, Mr. ALex-
anper H. Ricr of Massachusetts,and Mr. Janmres
1. Bxouisi of Cannecticut, managers at the same
on the part of the House.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

The message furtlierannounced thatthe Speaker
of the House had signed the following enrolled
bills and joint resolution; which thereupon re-
ceived the signature of the President pro tempore:

A bill (FI.R. No. 69) to indemnify the States
for oxpenses incarred by them in defense of the
United States;

A bill (I1. R. No. 76) to provide for the pay-
ment of the police organized by the United States
for the city of Baltimore, and to cnable the Mint
to furnish’ small gold coins, and to provide for
the manufucture or purchase of ficld signals;

A joint resolution (8. No.9) relative to the
exhibition of the industry of all nations, to be
holden in London in the year 1862; and

A bill (H. R. No. 25) making additional ap-
propriations for the legislative, executive, and
judicial expenses of the Government for the year
ending the 30th of June, 1862, and appropriations
of nrrearages for the yearending 30th of June, 1861.

BILLS BECOME LAWS.

The rhessage further announced that the Presi-
dent of the United States had approved and signed,
on the 24th instant, the following bills and joint
resolution:

A bill (L. R. No. 17) authorizing the Secre-
tary of the Treasury to remit fines and penalties
incurred in certain cases;

A bill (I, R. No. 23) for the relief of certain
musicians and soldiers stationed at Fort Sumter,
in South Carolina;

A bill (FI. R. No. 26) making additional ap-
propriations for sundvy civil expenses of the Gov-
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June,
1862, and appropriations of arrearages for the
year ending 30th of June, 1861;

A bill (H. R. No. 56) in relation to forwarding
soldiers’ letters;

A bill (H. R. No. 57) for the relief of the Ohio
and other volunteers; and

A joint resolution (II. R.No. 1) authorizing
the appointment of examiners to examine a steam
floating battery at Floboken, New Jexsey.

APPROVAL OF PRESIDENTIAL ACTS.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour of
one o’clock having arrived, the Chair calls up for
consideration the special order of the day assigned

l for that hour, which is the joint resolution (S.
| No. 1) to approve and.confirm certain acts of the
| President of #he United States, for suppressing
| insurrection and rebellion. . The pending ques-
tion is on the passage of the resolution; and on
| that question the Senator from Tennessee [Mr.
t Jonnsow] is entitled to the floor.
i Mr. JOFINSON, of Tennessee. Mr. Presi-
| dent, when I obtained the floor some time since,
l and made a motion for the postponement of this
resolution, I did not obtain it for the parpose of
addressing the Senate. I rise now, however, for
the purpose of stating, if it meets the approbation
of the Senate, that if the resolution is laid over
until to-morrow at one o’clock, I shall make an
“ effort to present some remarks in favor of its pas-
| sage.

1t the Scnate is anxious to have action
| upon it at once, I haveno objection to their taking
[ a vote on it now; and what little I have to say, 1
can say on some other proposition. If it meets
| the approbation of the Senate for it to go over
until one o’clock to-morrow, I will make an effort
to give my views at that time on the resolution,
and the present crisis of the country. Whatever
meets the views of the Senate will wiect mine.

Several SExaTors. We have no objection to
its going over.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Then, Mr.
President, if it meets the approbation of the Sen-
ate, I move that the resolution be passed over until
one o’clock to-morvrow, and, God willing, I shall
try to give my views on the subject then.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator
from Tennessee moves to postpone the further
consideration of the joint resolution until to-mox-
row at one o’clock, and that it be made the spe-
cial order for that hour.

The motion was agreed to.

PUNISHMENT OF CONSPIRACIES.

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (IT.
R. No. 45) to define and punish certain conspir-
acies; which the Senate proceeded to consider as
in Committee of the Whole. It provides that if
two or more persons within any State or Terri-
tory of the United States shall couspire together
to averthrow, or to put down, ov to destroy by
force, the Giovernment of the United States, or to
levy war against the United States, or to oppose
by force the authority of the Government of the
United States; or by force to prevent, hinder, or
delay the exccution of any law of the United
States; or by force to seize, take, or possess any
property of the United States agninst the will, or
contrary to the authority of the United States; or
by foree, or intimidation, or threat, to preventany
person from accepling or holding any office, or
trust, or place of confidence, under the United
States;each and every person so offending shall be
guilty of a high crime,and upon conviction inany
district ov circuit court of the United States hav-
ing jurisdiction, or district or supreme court of
any Territory of the United States having juris- .
diction, shall be punished by a fine not less than
$500 and not more thad $5,000; ov by imprison-
ment, solitary or social, and with ox without hard
labor, as the court shall determine, for a period not
fess than six months nor greater than six years,
or by both such fine and imprisonment.

The bill was reported to the Senate without
amendment.

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 desive to move a verbal
amendment to the bill. I move to strike out, in
the twenty-first line, the words ¢ solitary or so-
cial, and;’’ so that it will read:

Or by imprisonment with or without hard labor, &e.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 'That modifi-
cation will be made if there be no objection. T'he
Chair hears none.

The bill was ordered to a third reading, read
the third time, and passed.

Mr. POWELL. I desire to present a protest
of certain Senators against the passage of that
bill. 1 send it to the table, and ask that it may
be read.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator
from Kentucly sends to the Sceretary’s desk the
following paper; which will be read for informa-
tion:

The Secretary proceeded toread it, as follows:

Protest of the minovily of the Senate of the United States
against the passage of the House 131l No. 45, entitled < An
act to define and punish certain conspirators.”

I'he undersigned, members of the Senate, dissent from
the passage of the bill on the following grounds :
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Mr. SUMNER. I would ask whether sucha
paper is in_order? P .

The PRIESIDENT pro tempore.” The question
of order cannot be raised on any faper until it is
read for the information of the Senate,

Mr. SUMNER. The paper, by its title,shows
that—

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair
decides it to be in order at present.

The Secretary continued the reading,as follows:

The Government of the United States is a Government
of specially delegated powers ; and though treason is one of
the highest erimes known to thelaw, itisa political offense.

To guard against the abuses which in times of high ex-
citement hiad, in the history of England previous to therev-
olution of 1688, too often sactificed able, virtuous, and
innoeent men on charges of treason and kindred offenses,
unaccompanicd by acts, the Constitution of the !nited
States expressly defines the crime of treason in the follow-
ing terms : )

ART. 3, SEG. 3. ¢ Treason against the United States shall
consist only in levying war against them, or in adhering to
their enemies, giving them aid and comfort.”’

It further provides that ¢ no person shall be convicted of
treason unlcss on the testimony of two witnesses to the
same overt act, or on confession in open court.”

The intent to restrict Congress in the creation of erimes
of the nature created by this bill seems obvious; for intrea-
sou all are principals, and in any conspiracy of the kind
gtated in the bill, an overt act in pursuance of it, proved by
two witnesses, wonid be treason against the United States.

Thus the creation of an offense, resting in intention alone,
without overt act, would render nugatory the provision last
quoted, and the door would be opened for those similar
oppressions and cruelties which, under the exeitement of
political struggles, have <o often disgraced the past history
of the world. The undersigned can conceive no possible
object i defining the crime of trcason by our ancestors,
and requiring proof by two witnesses Lo the same overt act
to justify the conviction of the accused, unless it be to
restrict the power of Congress in thé& creation of a political
erime kindred to treason, and charged as resting in intent
alone, which would, if accompanicd by an overt uact, be
treason. .

It matters not that the punishment preseribed in the law
is not death, but imprisopment;; for the passage of the bill,
though it might not affect the life of an innocent man,
would give, from the uncertainty of the offense charged,
and the proof requisite to sustain it, the utmost latitude to
&nsccuti(ms founded on personal enmity and political aui-

osity and the suspicions as to intention which they in-
cvitably engender. JAMES A. BAYARD,

. L. W. POWELL,
J. D. BRIGH'T,
W. SAULSBURY,
TRUSTEN POLK,
J. A. PEARCE,
A. KENNEDY,
JOBN €. BRECKINRIDGE,
WALDO P. JOHINSON.

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not know what the
practicc of the Scnate has been in regard to papers
of this kind. I have no sort of objection to gen-
tlemen who are opposed to this bill preseniing
their views in any shape which they may desire,
so that it is not inconsistent with the ordinary
rules and proceedings of the Senate, 1If they
suppose they can malce the people of the United
States believe, or have persuaded themselves, that
the Congress of the United States have no right
to punish persons who conspire togother for the
purposc of seizing public property, because there
is such a crime as treason, I certainly have no
objection to their making that effort. Now, sir,
I do not suppose it would coustitute treason if
half a dozen persons conspired together to scize
an article of property belonging 1o the United
States. 'That is not what T understand to be trea-
son. That consists in levying war against the
United States, or aiding and abetting its encmies
in time of war. This bill provides punishment
against persons who conspire together for the pur-
posc of scizingany property of the United States,
or who come together or purpose, by force, or
intimidation, or threat, to prevent any person from
accepting or_holding an office under the Goyern-
ment of the United States. I'do notsuppose that

_counstitutes treason. I do not suppose, if they
carried it out, that you could indict them for the
overt act of treason. Suppose a land officer in
one of our Territorics, where there it a great deal
of excitementin regard to the entry of publicland,
is driven off by the settlers who are opposed to
any sale of the public lands taking place; suppose
a number of the scttlers meet together, and, by
threats and intimidation, deter the officer from
performing his duty: T would like to know if the
Senator from Kentuely who presents this protest
would call that treason?

Not long ago, I think, a case occurred some-
where in the State of Missouri, where a number
of persons, by threals of violenee and intimida-
tion, prevented a postmaster from performing the
dutics of Lis office. 1 think that these persons

Ld

‘entered on the Journal.

ought to be punished; but I do not suppose it was
treason on their part; and for my life I cannot see
the similitude between the offense here provided
against and that of treason. The object of this
bill is not under another name to pumsh traitors,
but it is to punish persons who conspive together
to commit offenses against the United States not
analogous to treason. In the very case 1 have
instanced, you could not punish those parties for
treason when they had carried out their purpose.
Take the very case that occurred at St. Joseph, in
the State of Missouri, where a number of men got
together and by threats and intimidation drove off
the postmaster and would not let him discharge
his duties; I should like to know if you could in-
dict and convict those persons for treason. Other
instances have occurred where route agents upon
some of the railroads have been deterred from
performing their duties.

That, however, is not the question before the
Senate; and in fact I scarcely know what the
question before the Senate is. 1 am not aware
whether the Senator from Kentucky made any
motion at all. We have already passed the bill,
and the Senator from Kentucky has presented a
paper, for the consideration of the Senate, I sup-
pose, in some shape; but what his precise motion
was, I am not advised. ) ’

Mr. POWELL. 'The motion is, that the pro-
test be entered upon the Journal of the Senate.

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understand, then, the
motion of the Senator from Kentucky to be, to
enter upon the Journal of the Scnate his reasons
why he thinks this bill ought not to be passed.
Is there any precedent for such a proceeding as |
that? Is it usual? FHas it ever been done? If
there is any precedent for it, 1 bave no objection
to it; but if it is an mnovation, and the adoption
of a new practice in the Senate of the United
States, for members who are opposed to the pas-
sage of a bill, after it has passed, to come in with

a written speech against its passage and place it
upon the Journal, I am. opposed to establishing
that precedent now. As T am not aware of any |
srecedent, or any authority for such a proceeding,

should like to be referred to one, if there is one,

Mr. POWELL.
to the arguments of the Senator front Iitinois. If
the Scnate were always to consider the matter
contained in a paper presented in the shape of a
protest, when the only question pending is as to
whether the protest shall be catered on the Jour-
nal, I suppose no protest ever would be entered;
because, of course, the majority do not concur in
the opinions and reasons set forth by the minor-
ity. 1believe that it has been usual to allow the
minority in cases like this to have their protest
I understand from Sen-
ators, who have long served in this body, that it
has been done on more occasions than one; and
in conformity with that custom, the minority in
this casc desire to have their protest against the
passage of this bill entered on the Journal of the
Senate. 1 hope it will be done.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.  The question
is upon the motion of the Senator from Kentucky,
that this protest be entered on the Journal of the
Senate.

Mr. BRIGHT. Isuggestthatasthe paper was
peepared by the Senator from Delaware, [Mr.
]IE.xYARD,] who is not in his scat, there will be
great propricty in allowing the question to rest
until he comes in, if there is opposition to the
motion that is made to enteritupon the Journal.
I think he ought to be allowed to state the rea-
sous for preparing the paper. Let the question lie
over until he shalf be in his scat. !

Mr. COLLAMER. The words of the paper, :
1 believe, are respectful enough; I do not see any-
thing improper in them; and I shall not object to
the delay which is asked heing granted for the :
parpose of enabling the Senator from Delaware to |
furnish us a precedent for this proceeding, if he
can. 1haveunderstood that in our country, where
the vight to call for the yeas and nays and enter
them on the record is secured by the Constitution,
the entering of a protest is not a matter of course |
at all, but has always been protested against. If,
however, a precedentt can e found, I shall submit
to it; otherwise, I shall not.

tests have been offered since 1 have been a mem-

Whether they
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Touinal, 1 do not know. !

However, I suggest that the matter lie over ux il
the Senator from Delaware shall come in. That,
1 think, is due to him. e T
Mr, TRUMBULL. I hope that course will hé
taken, and lot-the precedents be Tooked into. ‘If
the request made iv this cage is usual in the Sen=
ate, I have no objection to'its being granted. ' =~
Mr. POWELL. I haveno objection toitslying
over until to-morrow. . Lo
The PRESIDENT pro tempore, There-being
no objection to the course suggesied,.the paper
presented by the Senator from Kentucky will lie
over for further consideration until to-morrow.

ARMORED SHIPS.

The Senate procceded to consider the amend-
ments of the House of Representatives to the biil
(S. No. 36) to provide for the construction of one
or more avinored ships and fioating batteries; and
for other purposcs, disagreed Lo by the Senate and
insisted on by the House; and,

On motion of Mr. HALE, it was

Resolved, That the Senate insist on'its disagreement to
the amendments ot the House of Representagjves to thesaid
bill, insisted on by the House, and agree to the confercnce
asked by the House on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses thereon.

On motion of Mr. HALE, the President pro
tempore was authorized to appoint the committee
on the part of the Senate; and Mr. Havg, Mr.
Grives, and Mr. Tuomson, were appoioted.

SUPPRESSION OF REBELLION.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The next bill
in order on the Calendar is the bill (H. R. No.
90) to provide for the suppression of rebellion
against, and resistance to, the laws of the United
States, and to amend the act entitled ¢ An act to
provide for calling forth the militia to execute the
Jaws of the Union,”’ &e., passed February 28,
1795; which is before the Senate as in Committee
of the Whole.

T'he bill provides that whenever, by reason of
unlawful obstructions, combinations, or asscm-
blages of persons, or rebellion against the author-
ity of the Governnent of the United States, it
shall become impracticable, in the judgment of the
President; to enforce, by the ordinary course of

within any State or Territory of the United States,
it shall be lawiul for the President to call forth the -
militia of any or all the States of the Union,and
to employ such parts of the lund and vaval forces
of the United Stites as he may deem necessary
to enforce the faithful exceution of the laws of the
United States, or to suppress such rebellion.
Whenever, in the judgment of the President, it
may be necessary to use the military force thus
directed to be cmployed and called forth by him,
he is forthwith, by proclamation, to command the
insurgents to disperseand retire peaccably to their
respective abodes within a limited time. The
militia so called into the service of the United
Statesare to be subject to the same rules and arti-
cles of war as the troops of the United States, and
be continucd in service until discharged by proe-
lamation of the President; but such continuance
in service is not to extend beyond sixty daysufter
the commencement of the next regular session of
Congress, unless Congress shall expressly pro-
vide by law therefor.” Every officer, non-com-
missioned officer, or private of the militia, who
shall fail to obey the orders of the President of
the United States in the cases recitedsn the billy

! is to forfeit & sum not esceeding one year’s pay

and not less than one month’s pay, to be determ-
ined and adjudged by a courttmartial; and such
officer is to beliable to be cashieved by asenlence
of court-martial, and to be incapacitated” from
holding a commission in the militia for a term
not exceeding twelve months, at the diseretion of
the court; and such pon-comniissioned officer and
private are to beliable to imprisoument, by a like
sentence, on failure of payment of the fines ad-
judged aguainst them, for one calendar month for
every twenty-five dollars of the fine. Courts-
martial for the trial of militia are to be composed
of militia officers only.

The bill further provides that marshals of the
several districtd of the United States, and their
deputied, shall have the same powers in exccuting
the laws of the United States as sheriffisand their
deputies in the several States have, by law, in
exceuating the laws of their respective States. 1t
algo ropeals sevtions two, three, and four, of the
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enter the Narrows at New Ygrk. I have nodoubt
about it. -

As to its being a failure, I think my friend from
Maine, if he was not so very much prejudiced
against this battery, if he would only look at it—
he was at my house a fow minutes, but disdained
to cast his eye at it, and so with my friend from
Towa—1I am sure those gentlemen would change
their minds, and be satisfied that this was the
greatest invention ever made in our country for
the protection of our ports.

Mr. GRIMES. As the Scnator from New
Jersey has alluded to Commodore Gregory, it is
due to him that I should say that he did not vol-
unteer any expression of opinion on this subject.
It so happens that for two or three years I have
beeninthe habit of reading everything that Lhave
seen or come across anywhere on the subject of

- iron-clad ships; and on my way hither recently,

from my residence in the West, I sought all the
information I could whenin the city of New York
and in Brooklyn on this subject.  Whilst at the
Brooklyn navy-yard, I came across Commodore
Grégory. T had understood that he was the last
officer of the Navy who had been connected with
the superintendency of this ship.

Mr. THOMSON. Thatis a mistake.

Mr. GRIMES. 1 certainly so understood; [
think from him, but perhaps not. In answer to
inquiries that I addressed to him, knowing some-
thing about the method in which these ships had
been built elsewhere, and the experiments that
had.been made on thecontinent of Europe andin
England, his conclasion was that it was of very
little value to the Government, and hie thought
would never be able to float. He thought it would
never get as far as the Narrows.

Mre. McDOUGALL. Asamember of the Com-
nittee on Naval Affairs, my attention was called
to this matter some time since; and while I prob-
ably am not as well advised as the Senator from
Towa and other gentlemen as to naval architecture
or the scrvice ships may do at sea, upon bestow-
ing on this particular thing all the attention that
my time permitted, with all the knowledge I have
of matters of that kind, I was strongly impressed
with the idea that this might be a great success.

"The Senator from Iowa speaks of the opinions
of men connected with the naval service. There
are a class of men, both in the Army and Navy,
who are opposed to everything in the way of
progress, and particularly everything that is more
destructive than the implements inuse a thousand
years ago. I think that has prevented our ad-
vancement in the machinery of war. I am sutis-
fied that it has done so for years past; and I think
one of the difficulties we labor under now is that
we have not yet adopted even the improvements
that are recognized in Europe, and well under-
stood among men of seience 1n this country.. All
that is proposed, at most, although that is not
proposed, is that an experiment be tried.  The
experiment is to be passed upon by a commission
of scientific men—1 suppose men selected for the
highest science. 1 would rather defer to such a
committee for a matter of this kind than to any
committee of the Senate or House of Represent-
atives; and there can be no expenditure until they
have ascertained whether, upon sclentific princi-
ples, the expenditureof money in completing this
floating battery will sccure success.

I think that at this time we ought not to be
tender-footed about trying to place ourselves on
the best war footing. ~This ship is not intended
10 go off cruising in'distant seas; but I understand
that she can be made serviceable all along the
coast of the country anywhere, where she can be
within ten days, or five days, or six days, of a
port where she can coal. She can be made use-
ful, if required in the harbor of New Orleaus, if
required in the harbor of Charleston, as well as
in the harbor of New York. There is no ques-
tion but that she ean cruise along from one end
of the country to the other on the Atlantic side;
and as this Is simply, at most, to try and sce
whether the experiment can be made a success,
and itis to be placed in the hands of scientific
men, I do not sce the objection to it at this time,
when we require all the strength we ean bring
into the serviee. .

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, T regretto observe
these disagreements, siv. It seems to me thatthe
chief opposition to this report comes from gentle~
men from the Northwest, who, from their interior

position, do nothappen to take thatinterestin the
Navy which they ought;and from gentlemenfrom
New England who have an idea that nothing can
be concelved or perfected outside of that Jatitude.
I ought to exeept the Senator who reported: this
amendment; but, however, he lives inland, and
therefore is to be excused.

Now, sir, I know nothing of this. I have heard
of it ever since I was in the House of Represent-
atives seven or eight yearsago. I have never seen
the vessel; I have never seen anybody that ever
did see it; but, in the present plethoric condition
of the Treasury, and prospcrous state of the
country, I cannot seec much objection to experi-
menting to the tune of $800,000, justto sce whether
steel-clad or iron-clad steamers can resist solid
shot. Ifit turns out that they can, we shall have
demonstrated that which no other nation in the
world has been able tosdemonstrate; and I think
we may well throw a little of our surplus in that
direction,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question
is on agreeing to the report of the committee of
conference.

The question being taken by yeas and nays,
resulted—ycas 18, nays 16; as follows: -

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Breckinridge, Chandler, Col-
lamer, Dixon, Doolitile, Foot, Hale, Harris, Lane of Indi-
ana, Lane of Kansas, McDougall, Pomeroy, Powell, Sauls-
bury, Simmons, Ten Byck, and Thomson—18.

NAYS — Messrs. Bingham, Browning, Carlile, Clark,
Fessenden, Foster, Grimes, [ladan, Howe, Morrill, Sher-
mauy Sumner, Trimbull, Wilkinson, Wilinot, and Wilson

—16.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is not
a quorum voting.

Av. FESSENDEN.

adjourn.

Mr. FIOWE. Allow me to make a personal
explanation before the Senate adjourns.

Mr. FESSENDEN. You can do it when the
Senate is full.

Mr. DIXON. [ ask for the yeas and nays on
the motion to adjourn.

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being
taken, resulted—yeas 16, nays 17; as follows:

YEAS—~Moessrs. Bingham, Browning, Calile, Clark,
nden, I'oot, FFos Grimes, Harris, Morrill, Powell,
sbury, Sherman, Simmons, Trambull, and Wilmot—

I move that the Senate

16.

NAYS—Messts. Anthony, Chandler, Dixon, Doolittle,
Hale, Hadau, lowe, King, Lave of Indiana, Lanc of Kan-
sng, McDougall, Ponieroy, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Thomson,
Witkinson, and Wilson——17.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senatere-
fuses to adjourn; but there is no quornm voting.

Mr. GRIMES. 1 move that the Senate now
proceed to the consideration of executive busi-
11e88. )

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair can
entertain no motion of that deseription while a
quorum is absent,

Mr. POWELL. Imovethatthe Senate donow
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate
adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Tuvespay, July 30, 1361.

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer
by Rev. Dr. Buppiverox, of Brooklyn, New
York.

TheJournalof yesterday was readand approved.

DALTIMORE POLICE COMMISSIONERS.

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes-
sage from the President of the United States, in
response to the resolution of the Ilouse of the
24th instant, asking the grounds, reasouns, and
evidence upon which the police commissioners of

Baltimore were arrested and are now detained |

prisoners at Fort McIlenry, stating that it is
judged to be incompatible with the public interest
to {urnish said information; which was laid on
the table, and-ordered to be printed.

Mr. COLFAX moved to reconsider the vote by
which the message was ordered to be printed; and
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the
table.

The latter motion was agrecd to,

ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL.

Mr. FENTON. Iask the consent of the House
to say thatif I had been present yesterday I
should have voted in the afirmative on the pas-
sage of the tax bill. 1 wag unaveidably absent
in the city of New York.

PUNISHMENT OF CONSPIRAC
Mr. BINGHAM, from ‘the Committ
Judiciary, reported back House bill, No. 45,:tc
define and punish certain conspivacies, withithe
amendment of the Scnate thereto, and with. th
recommendation that the amendment of the Se
ate be concurred in., ; ;
The amendment provides for striking out, after
the word ¢ im,prisonment,’ * the words “ solitary
or social, and.”’ ,
The amendment was concurred ii. :
MILITARY ACADEMY. R 3

Mr. OLIN, from the Committee ot Military
Affairs, reported a bill to increase the number of
cadets in the Military Academy at West: Point; .
which wasvead a first and second time. )

My, OLIN. 1 wish that the bill may now be
put on its passage. I think there is not 4 single
wmember of the House who shall listen to the read-
ing of the bill, and who understands the existing
condition of things at the Military Academy,but
will vote for the bill.

The SPEAKER. 1tis not inorder to discuss
the bill until it has been read.

Mr. OLIN. I ask, then, that the bill be read.

The bill was vead. It providesthat there shall
be added to the corps of cadets of the Military
Academy at West Point a number equal fo- the
number of Senators and Rtpresentatives in Con-
gress, to be selected from the States on the recom-
mendation of the Repeesentatives, as prescribed
by formerlaws; provided, that when districts shall
negleet or refusce to send Representatives to Con-
gress, the President shall have power to fill va-
cancies in the corps of cadets corresponding to
the representation in such districts.  That all ca-
dets now in the service, or hereafter entgring the
Military Academy at West Point, shall be called
on to take and subscribe to the following oath:
“1, A B, do solemmly swear that 1 will support
the Constitution of the United States, and bear
true allegiance to the national Governraent; that
1 will maintain and defend the sovereignty of the
United States paramount to any and all allegiance,
sovereigntly, or fealty I may owe to any State,
county, or country whatsoever; and that I will,
at all times, obey the legal orders of my superior
officers, and the rules and articles governing the
armies of the United States;”” and any cadet or
candidate for admission who shall refuse to take
this oathy, shall be dismissed or rejected from the
service. That any graduate of the United States
Military Academy at West Point who shall at
anytime hercafter take uparms against the United
States, shall be decemed guilty of desertion, and
upon conviction shall suffer death. That when
cadets are found deficient in their studies or duties,
they shall be dismissed, unless otherwise recom-
mended by the academic board.

Mr. OLIN. The provision of this bill, it will
be seen, allows each member of Congress to nom-
inate another cadet to the Military Academy at
West Point,and further providing thatin districts
that shall not he represented in the House the
President may fill, on his own nomination, the
vacancies so created.

It contains another provision which authorizes
the administering of an cath to every cadet who
may be proposed for admission into the Acad-
emy, that they will hear truc allegiance to the
United States; and further providing that when
educated at the Military Academy at West Point,
and having taken that oath, whether he bean offi-
cor of the Army, or, having resigned his commis-
sion in the Army and retived to civil life, if he
takes up arms against the Government of the Uni-
ted States, he shall be deemed a deserter, and,
upon conviction, suffer death. It further contains
a provision authorizing the administration of an
oath to every man that enters the service of the
United Statés Army, tosbear true allegiance to the
United States Government, These are, substan-
tially, the provisions of the bill.

Mr. WRIGHT. I wish, with the consent of
the gentleman, to ask a single guestion.

Mr. OLIN. Ina moment. This bill,as [ un-
derstaind it, will have the effect only just about to
fill up the Academy to the ordinary number of
cadets that usnally compose the full number in
this school. ‘The Flouse is probably aware that
there have already been graduated two classes
during the present year, and that it is proposed
s graduate another class before the expiration of

o
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CONSULAR FEES.

Mr. ELIOT. Iask the unanimous consent of
the House to take from the Speaker’s table Sen-
ate bill No. 64, to reduce the consular fees for
vessels running to or between foreign ports.

There being no objection, the, bill was taken
from the Speaker’s table, and read a first and sec-
ond time by its title,

The bill provides that American vessels run-
ning regularly by weekly or monthly trips, or
otherwise, to or between foreign ports, shall not
be required to pay fees to consuls for more than
four trips in one yc¥r. -

The bill was ordered toa third reading; and it
was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

ENROLLED BILL.

Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En-
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act to
amend an act entitled ““An act supplementary to
an act entitled ‘An act to provide for a Nav
peace establishment, and for other purposes,’®
passed March 27, 1804; when the Speaker signed
the same. :

FORTIFICATIONS. .

A bill (8. No. 63) making appropriations for
fortifications, and for other purposes, was taken
from the Speaker’s table, read a first and second
time by its title, and referred to the Committee
of Ways and Means.

VOLUNTEER FORCES.

A Dbill (S. No. 44) to promote the efficiency of
the volunteer forces of the United States was
taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and
second time by its title, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Military Affairs.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, Lask the
unanimous consent of the House to state very
succinetly what I desire to bring before the House
in reference to the subject referred to by the gen-
tleman from Missouri, [Mr. Brair.]

No objection was made.

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, the state-
ment of the conversation between the President
and General Scott, which I made the other day,
was assented to by all the gentlemen who were
present at the interview. I say that in the re-
marks I then submitted it was no part of my
purpose to make, nor did I make, any assault
upon the President of the United States. I rose,
sir, for the purpose of asking my countrymen
to have confidence in some of our public men.
Authority is conferred on the President, and he
was constitutionally elected to his high office. 1
desired that the public mind should center round
some person by whom we might preserve thisGov-
ernment. It wasngpartof my purposc, buton thg
contrary, it was in violation of my plan, to assail
the President.

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, With thg gentle-
raan’s permission, I will call his attention to what
he did say, and what he is reported to have said:
that the President, Abraham Lincoln, was a very
honestmanifietalone; but that he was surrounded
by wily politicians, and that he had not the will
or the courage to stand up against them.

Mr. RICHARDSON. Possibly myideas were
not so well expressed as they might have been.
I wish they had been better expressed. If my
meaning has been misunderstood because my lan-
guage was unhappy, I regretit. If gentlemen will
recollect what occurred prior to that time, it will
not he difficult for them to properly interpret my
intention. On that occasion, the gentleman from
Towa {Mr. Curris] had pressed upon me to know
who it was whom I charged as having forced this
thing on the Commanding General of the United
States. I stated distinctly that it was that class
of politicians headed by Mr. Greeley who were
urging our people “ forward to Richmond.”’

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. If the gentleman
will permit me to say so, ¢ General Greeley,’’ as
he is called, has had the manliness not to go
whimpering around the country, and laying his
faults on other people.

Mr. RICHARDSON. Foconce,Iaccorderedit
to him for the course he has taken. I haveonly
rvisen for the purpose of relieving this whole con-
troversy from any misunderstanding, if any ex-
isted. T thought, when 1 stated, the other day,
the conversation with General Scott, in the hearing

of members who were preséint when the conver-
sation occurred, that as they did notdissent from
my statement, it was satisfactory to them all, and,

“their silence indorsed it.- If my statement was

not correct, I regret it. In my remarks at that
time, I intended simply to statefacts, and trusted
in'the good judgment of the people to deduce legit-
Imate conclusions therefrom; and T am not re-
sponsible for the conclusions arrived at by any
person or persons, unless they may be jusily and
logically drawn from the facts then stated. ~ The
other day I merely expressed a fear that the Pres-
ident had not the will to- withstand the assaults
and the machinations of the wily politicians by
whom he is often surrounded.

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I should like to call
the attention of the gentleman from Illinois

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis-
souri asks the consent of the House to make a
further statement, .
. Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Never mind. Let
it go.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT.

A message was received from the President of
the United States, by Mr. Hay, his Private Sec-

retary, notifying the House that he had approved J

and sigued an act (H. R. No. 45) to define and
punish certain conspiracies; and

An act (H. R. No. 87) making an appropria-
tion for the purchase of arms for the volunteers
and regular troops of the United States.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message was received from the Senate, by
Mr. Parrow, one of its clerks, notifying the
House that the Sendte had agreed to the report of
the committee of conference on the bill supple-
mentary to an act entitled ““An act to authorize a
national loan, and for other purposes.®

MILITARY BSTABLISHMENT.
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, presented the fol-

lowing report: X

The committee of conferenee on the disagreeing votes of
the two Houses on the bilt (3. No. 3) providing torthe bet-
ter organization of the military establishiment, having met,
after {ull and free’conference have agreed to recominend,
and do recommend, to their respective Houses, as follows :

‘That the IHousc recede trom its amendments to the bill of
the Senate, and agree to the bill, with the following amend-
ments:

On page 1,section two, lihe seven, afler the word ¢ cav-
alry,” strike out, as follows: ¢ cight assistant adjutants
gencral, six commissaries of subsistence, four quartermas-
ters, and twenty assistant quartermasters.”’

On page 1, section two, line thirteen, after the word *“ es-
tablishment,” strike out as follows: “and to hold their
oflices for three years, unless sooner disecharged;” and in
lieu thereof add all after the enacting clause of the second
section of the amendments of the House to the Senate bill.

On page 1, section three, line three, after the word “en-
gineers,” strike out as follows : <“and to the Ordnance
departnient.”?

On page?, scction three, at the end of the $ction add ali
after the enacting clauses of sections three and four of the
amendnients of the House to the Senate bill. :

On page 4, section eight, at the ¢nd of the section add the
second proviso of seetion cleven of the amendments of the
House to the Senate bill.

On page 7, seetion seventeen, line eight, after the word
“ pay,’’ inscrt ¢ and emolunents.”’ -

On page 10, section twenty, line five, after the word ¢ Re-
gister,”? insert ¢ or Navy Register, as the case-may be.”

Sections eleven, sixteen, twenty-two, twenty-four, and
twenty-five. Strike out all of scctions eleven, sixteen,
twenty-two, twenty-four, and twenty-five, of the Senate
bitl.

Section fourteen,atthe end of the section add as follows :
¢ Prowided, That atter the present insurrection shall cease,
the ration shall be as provided by law and regulations on
the 1st day of July, 1861.”7

Section cighteen, line ten, after the word ¢ pay,> insert
“and emoluments ;»’ and in the same line, after the word
“namely,” add as follows : ¢ the pay proper of the highest
rank held by him at the time of his retircinent, whether by
staff or regimental commission, and four rations per day,
and without any other pay, emoluments, or allowances;
and the next officer in rank shail be promoted to the piace
of the retired officer, necording to the established rules of
the service. And the same rule of premotion shall be ap-
plied successively to the vacancies consequent upon the
retirement of an oflicer: Provided, That shiould the Brévet
Licutenant General he retired under this aet, it shall be
without reduction in liis current puy, subsistence, or allovw-
ances: Jnd provided further, 'Uhat there shall not be on
the retired list, at any onetime, morce than seven per centum
of the whole number of officers of the Army, as fixed by
law.”

Secetion nineteen: sirike out section nincteen of the Sen-
ate bill, and in lieu thereof' insert all of seetion twventy of the
amendments of the House to the Senate bill, with the fol-
lowing amendments to said amendment, namely : in Jine
three of said amendment, after the word “war,® jnscrt
<« gr Secretary of the Navy, as the case may be;”” and in
line five'of d amendwent of the House, after the word
¢ Board,” strike vt ¢ of the medical =@ad,” apd in lieu
thereof Insert #of not more than nive nor less than five

I

commissioned officers, two-fifths 6f whoim sh
medical staff; ‘the board,'except thosetaken fro
ical steff; to be composed, as far: &s may bey.of
inrank.”? : : N K =
Section twenty-six, line eight; after ‘e Word ¢ pay,»?
insert “and einoluments:” R 1
.- Section twenty-seven, live nine; aftet the word & pay,”?
insert ¢ and. emoluments ;> in line thirty-four, - after. the
word “ dollars,’> insert ‘“and with four ratiobs per.day to
each of the above-named officers of the Navy, 1o be coni~
muted at thirty conts edch ravion ; and in‘line forty-seven
page: 14, strike out ailafter the word. < officer”? to the end
of the section. i . Ll N
Section twenty-eight, line fourteen, after.the word ¢ offi
eers,”” fusert as follows: “iwo-fifths of whom shall be
members of .the medical bureau of the Navy ;- the boawd,
except those taken from-the medical bureau.” " . o
That the Senate do coneur in the foreguing amendments
to the biil. o L
HENRY WILSON,
J. McDOUGALL,
1 agree to this report except to the proposed increase of
the stafl’ of the Army,. JOHN SHERMAN,
Managers on the part of the Sendte.
FRANCIS P. BLAIR, Ji.,
J. 8. JACKSON,
WILLIAM D.KELLREY,
Managers on the part of the House.

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, it will
be recollected by the House that a committee of
conference on this same bill made & report a few
days ago, which was agreed to in the House, but
which was disagreed to in the Senate.  The only
difference between the report that we now 'make
and the one agreed to by the House on the former
oceasion is in three particulars. One is, that the
House has receded from the clause which was in
the House bill in regard to rations, and have ac-
ceded to the clause in the Senate bill increasing
the soldiers’ rations somewhat—1I believe about
two cents a day. 1t was insisted on by the Senate
that the present rations were insufficient, espe-
cially for irregular troops, who had nothabituated
themselvesto taking good care of théir provisions.
Under their representations the managers on the
part of the House gave way, and acceded to the
Senate proposition. They also aceeded to an
amendment offered on the part of the Senate in
reference to the puy and emoluments of the Lieu-
tenant General 1n case he should retive from the
service, leaving him the same pay as if he had
remained in the Army and in active service,

In other respects, peither the provisions con-
taincd in the House amendment, nor those con-
tained in the Senate bill, in reference to the pay of
retiring officers of the Army or Navy, were re-
tained; but we undertook to strilce a difference
between the two. Formerly, and in the bill ag
passed by the House, Army and Navy officers
retiring from service were allowed their grade pay
proper and their service rations, and for a servant.
The section in the Senate bill on the subject re-
quires them to be retired simply on their pay
proper,and onthe schedule for the pay of the Navy
officers, which made it equal to that allowed to thre
Armyofficers, withoutservicerations,and without
a servant’s rations. We have agreed on a mod-
ification, so as to give the pay proper to the Army
officers, and the schedule of pay fixed in the Navy
bill to the Navy officers, with an increase of four
rations a day, or $1 20, which is about balf of
what the gervice rations would amount to.

That is the way we compromised the matter;
and thesc are the only differences, according to
my recollection, existing between the report as
now made and the report adopted by the House
he other day.

Mr. OLIN. Mr. Speaker, great difficulty was
experienced, not only in the committee of the
House, but, possibly, also in the committee of the
Senate, in relation to this measure. It is one of
great delicacy and importance, and, as I under-
stand the provisions of the bill agreed upon by the
last committee of conference on the subjéct of re-
tiring the officers of the regular Army from the
service of the country, it makes an cxception in
favor of the Lisutenant General. ‘I have no dis-
position to say one word inderogation of his dix-
tinguished services, or to oppose any exhibition
of gratitude that may be made on the part of Con-
gress toward General Scott. He served gallantly
in the war of 1812.  He has spent his entire life
in the service of the country; and, so far as [ am
concerned, whenever an officer has, like General
Scott, devoted the best energies of his mind and
body to the service of his country, and always
with distingaished honor, I would never consent
to:see him, when disabled by age, retiring to pri-
vate life, without the full pay and emoluments t6
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1o defing it; therefore we must take it from the
objeets that are contemplated in it. - One of the
objécts: is to have an officey to preside over your
toceedings when you are in session. A further
‘object:also, as we know the Constitution author-
izes it, is that, in the event of the death of the

| Vice President and of the President of the United

Statés, there may. be-an officer to exercise the ex-
ecutive functions. Thatis the construction which
has hitherto been given: Why should we depart
from it -when the effect of this resolution is, as.it
seerns to e, directly in the face of the character
of the office asdescribed in the Constitution? An
officer is elected for the time being. No one can
deny that there cannot be two Presidents of the
Senate at one and the same time. Suppose a
President pro fempore were chosen at the begin-
ning of. the sessiony the Vice President-comes in
two weeks afterwards, and takes his seat; can it
be doubted that the office of President pro tempore
then ceascs, and that the Vice Presidentis Presi-
dent of the Senate ? There is no President pro tem-

ore whiehi the Vice President is here in the body,
secause he has resumed the chair. 'If thatbe the
case, this resolution seeks to say thatif he again
leaves the Senate during that session the same oc-
cupant is to reswme it undera former election; to
resume an office which has been terminated! I
think the resolution wrong for that reason; yet
I think it reaches no effect that does not now
exist as regards everything of benefit which the
Conatitution intended should arise from the elec-
tion of the officer. Everything of that kind is
reached by adhering to the previous construction
which has been given.

- My, SIMMONS. I would not say a word, if
I did not believe that the Senator from Delaware
would produce a difficulty by the construction he
gives to the Constitution. He says that the office
ceases when the Vice President resumes the chair.
I put a case to him. Suppose the Vice President
should resume his seat next December, and in the
middle of the month he should die, and the Pres-
ident of the United States should dic the same day:
who would be President of the United Siates?
‘We should have no Vice President and no Pres-
ident pro tempore of the Senate, according to his
construction, and we could not elect one until the
man was dead, and the office had taken its lodg-
ment in the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tves. I say it is indispensable, to carry ouat the
principle of the Jaw, that this office should be con-
tinued. The principle of the law that makes our
President pro tempore the President of the United
States, in case of the death of both President and
Vice President, renders this indispensable,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is the Scnate
ready for the question?

Mir. TRUMBULL. I hope this resolution will
be laid over, or disposed of in somie other way
than by taking the vote on it at this moment., [
am not prepared to take a vote on a resolution of
this kind, construing the Constitution differcntly
than it has been construed since the Government
began, without any consideration or notice of it.
1 do not think we can, by resolution, enlarge the
office of President of the Senate,  The Constitu-
tion of the United States has declared it, and I
think this is attempting to give a construction to
the Constitution in a hasty manner. It may be
right. Tam not prepared to discuss it. 1 move
that the consideration of it be postponed until to-
morrow.

Mr. SIMMONS. If I understand the history
of the Government, it was always so until within
a few years; they always held over.

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then it will be so now.

Mr. COLLAMER. No; they have made a
new rule lately.

The motion to postpone was not agreed to.

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move, then, that the
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive
business. ~

SENATOR TFROM KANSAS.

Mr. FOSTER. Irisetoaquestionof privilege
in reference to the reportof the Committee onthe
Judiciary upon the memorial of Frederic P. Stan-
ton, claiming a seat in this body. That report
was made on Friday, and has been printed, and
is laid upon the tables of members. It is a sub-
ject of importance, concerning as it does the right
of a member to a seat on this floor, and is a sub-
ject which oughtto be pretty promptly considered.
In my opinion, it ought to be considered before

theadjournment of this body. Possibly, the Sen-
ate may entertain a different opinion on this sub-
jeet from me, and I, of course, shall yield to their
better judgment. 1 consider it my duty,however,
to bring the question before the Senate, and to
urge upon them its consideration. Iam willing
to make the question of taking up therepoit a test
queéstian, whether or not the Senate is disposed to
consider it during the present session. If they
are disposed to consider it, they willtake it up; if
not disposed to consider it, they will refuse to take
it up. Although it is a question. of privilege, of
course 1t is within the control of a majority of the
body. I have a right, of course, to make the mo-
tion, and to call for action upon: it, to the exclu-
sion of the motion of the Senator from 1llinois,
who moved to go into executive session; but my
object, of course, is not to embarrass the Senate,
and not to ask the.consideration of asubject which
the Senate shall think it best not to consider, .1
present the question to the Senate, urging upon
them the necessity, as it seems to me, of consid-
ering it, and ask a vote on the question of taking
up this report for consideration. )

"The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator
from Connecticut moves that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of the report of the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary touching the right to a seat
of the Senator from Kansas. That, relating to
the constituency of the body, is eminently a priv-
ileged question, and does take precedence even of
the motion to proceed to the consideration of ex-
ecutive business: and that is the question now
before the Senate, on proceeding to the consider-
ation of this subject.

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. Twouldnotinterpose
unreasonable objection to taking up that question
at this time, but'it is known to the Senate that I
offered o resolution of inquiry the other day which
has just been answered by the President of the
United States a few moments since, and the an-
swer has been ordered to be printed,and has not,
of course, yet reached the printer; and we can-
not, I think, act knowingly withouthaving all the
facts of this contested-clection case before us.” In
addition' to that, I am informed that one of the
Senators from Kansas is necessarily absent to-
day. The State of Kansas is very deeply inter-
ested in this quéstion of representation upon the
floor, and it seems to me that we had better pro-
ceed to the consideration of exceutive business
until, at lcast, all the ¢vidence in the election case
shall be before us.

My, WILSON. I ask the Senator from Con-
necticut to withdraw his motion fora few minutes,
to allow me to introduce a bill, by direction of the
Committee on Military Affairs, that it is-very im-
portant should be acted on now.

Mr. FOSTER. I shall withdraw it, of course,
on such a suggestion,

The PRESIDEN'T pro tempore. Then the ques-
tion recurs on the motion of the Senator from Illi-
nois to proceed to the consideration of executive
business.

My, TRUMBULL. I withdraw that.
PAY OF THE TROOPS.

Mr. WILSON. The Committee on Military
Affairs and the Militia have instructed me to re-
port a Lill (8. No. 69) to increase the pay of the
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri-
vates of the regular Army, volunteers, marines,
and seamen in the service of the United States.

The bill was read a first and second time. It
provides that the pay of non-commissioned offi-
cers, musicians, and privates of the regular Army
and volunteers, and of the marines, seamen, and
ordinary seamen in the service of the United States,
be increased by the addition thereto of two dollars
per month for three years from and after the pas-
sage of this act, and until otherwise provided by
law.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no
objection, the bill will be considered at the pres-
cnt time.

Mr. KING. For the purpose of giving the
Senator from Massachusetts an opportunity to
propose an amendment, I move thatit be laid over
informally; and the Senator from Connecticut can
then proceed with his report.

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. The Senator
from New York objecting, the bill cannot be con-
sidered at the present time.

The bill was laid over.

MESBAGE FROM THE HOﬂSE‘

A message from the Tlouse of Representatives,
by Mr. Exnenipag, its Clerk, announced that the
House of Representatives had passed the: bill of
the Senate (No. 48) to créate a metropolitan po-
lice distriet of the District of Columbia, and to
establish a police therefor. .

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED,

Themessage furtherannounced thatthe Speaker
had signed the following enrolled bills and joing
resolution; which thereupon received the signas
ture of the President pro-tempore:

A bill (8. No. 63) making appropriations for
fortifications, and for other purposes;. y

A bill (H. R. No. 80) authorizing the construc-
tion of twelve small side-wheel steamers; B

A bill (H. R. No. 99) making appropriationt
pay the expenses of the investigating commitiees
of the House of Representatives and Senate ap-
pointed at the first session of the Thirty-Seventh
Congress, and of the commission authorized to
examine and report as to the compensation of all
officers of the Government; and L

A joint resolution (S. No. 15) requesting the
President of the United States to recommend a
day of public humiliation, fasting, and prayer.

* BILLS BECOME LAWS.

The message further announced that the Pres-
ident of the United States had approved and
signed, on the 31st of July,the following bills:

A bill (EI. R. No. 45) to define and punish cer-
tain conspiracies; and

A bill (H. R. No.81) making an appropriation
for the purchase of arms for the volunteers and
regular froops of the United States.

Also, that the President had approved and
signed, on the 2d of August, the following bills:

A bill (H. R. No. 74) to increase the consular
representation of the United States during the
present insurrcction; and

A bill (H. R. No. 78) to amend an act entitled
¢ Anactsupplementary to the act entitled ¢ Anact
providing for a naval peace establishment, and for
other purposes,””’ passed March 27, 1804.

Also, that he had approved and signed, on the
3d of August, the following bills:

A bill (FL. R. No. 59) for the relief of John C., .
McConnell; and

A bill (H. R, No. 100) to suspend in part the
operation of an act entitled ¢° Anact relating to
revenue-cutters and steamers.”’

SENATOR FROM KANSAS.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 'The question
recurs on the motion of the Senator from Con-
necticut, that the Senate take up the reportof the
Committee on the Judiclary in relation to the
election of & Senator from Kansas.

Mr, BROWNING. 1 hope that will not be
taken up at present. For one, I have not such
information as would enable me to act with any
degree of satisfaction to myself upon the question.
It1s one of very great importance, not only to the
Senator from Kansas personally, but to the State
which he in part represents here?

Mr. COLLAMER. If the gentleman will per-
mit me, I desire to know how thisbusinesscomes
up before the resolution which I presented, and
which has not been disposed of? T presented a
resolution, which was under consideration and
debate; and there has been no vote disposing of
itin any way.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator
from Connecticut rose to a privileged question.

Mr. COLLAMER. That being disposed of,
that resolution, I take if, takesprecedenceof any-
thing clse, until disposed of somehow.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question
now before the Senate is~on the motion of the
Senator from Connecticut, to proceed to the’con-
sideration of that privileged question, touching
the constituency of this body.

Mr. BROWNING. Several days ago a reso-
lution passed thisody calling upon the President
to communicate information upon the subject the
consideration of which it is propesed to enter
uponn.  We have not yet received a response to
that resolution. This morning I called personalty
upon the President, as an answer had not reached
us, to know what the facts connected with the
case were.  Fle informed me thai as soon as the

L resolution was laid before him, he sent to the War
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